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Introduction

taken place in South County Dublin, There

were farms, cottages amd large private
residences; there were fields bounded by
Hawthom hedges, and woods and beauwtiful
trecs here and there Horses, cattle and sheep
were part of the seene, as were in turn ploughed
fields and the harvest gold of ripening crops.
MNow we have industries and houses almost to
the County border.

IH my lifetime, enormous changes have

Since David Eennedy of the Eche asked me to
write the articles which are the main part of
this hook, many more large houses have gone
and land has been swallowsd up, but we should
not forget the old daye completely, There are
still many people about with wonderful
memories, and [ appeal to the young folks to
fake their tape recorders and record those
memories, | am noet an historian, | am a
storviellsr and | apologize i there are any
LrEnEs,

Mary MeNally
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Belgard Castle

HENM the Normans came to lreland in 1166 with their

army of Morman and Welsh soldiers, they were sbon

fellowed by crowds of land hungry peopbe who hiad
heard plenty of tales of good land in this country.

With their supericr weapons and trained seldiers, they had
little difficulty in disledging the Irish from the ares around
Dublin. The I[rish retreated to the hills and from there
eontinued for hundreds of vears o haroass the invaders with
apmelimes one side winning and sometimes the other
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The Xormans built & chain of castles and fortified houses all
around Dublin th protect settlers and the seitlers stock.
Belgard Castle was one of the most important aouth of Dablin,
commanding from its tower 8 wide view of surrouncding
countryside. The Talbot family became owners and by the
fifiteenth century had rebuill the castle more or less s it is
today.  They were known as the Talbots de Helgard as their
cousing in Malahide were known as Talbots de Malahide. Very
soon they became lenders in the life of Norman English Dublin.
Im 1414 Jehn Talbot ( Lord Purmival)l was King's heuienant for
Ireland for King Henry V, who later made him Earl of
Bhrewsbury, This sugpests that the family had retained
property on the Welsh Borders as well as what was granted to
them in Ireland.

Johns brother Richard wa: Archlashop of [hublin and
Chancellor of Ireland. The family remained loval to the
Catholic Church at the time of the Reformation. Archbishop
Hulkeley complained several times o the King thal Adam
Talbot was a staunch Catholic and Adam’s 20n John fought
againzl Cromwell and s0 for a time Belgard was given to the
Loftus family at Rathfarmbham, Cromwell stayed in Belgard
and this enraged dohn Talbat wha with his men tried to attack
him but the Cromwellians were tog much for him and he was
lucky to escape with his life by jumping his horse over a wide
stretch of the Tallaght Stream which was afterwards known as
“Falbots Leap”,

When Charles 2nd was reinstated in England John Talbot
regained Belgard and his son {alao John! fought at the Battles
of the Hoyne and Aughrim. But again in apite of being on the
loging side he succeeded in keeping Belgard, Heis buried in St
Maelruan's Gravevard, His davghter had married Thomas
Dillon of Brackloun in Hoscommon and they became owners
and spent a lot of money improving the property and
entertaining.

L]
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From the Dllons, the property passed to the Frants who
later leazed it to a Mr Cruize who was also reported to have
spent much meney improving the grounds with trees and
ghrubs, ARer Mr Cruize, Dr Evary Kennedy lived there and
there i3 a reredes bo e Kennedy's memory in St Maelruan's
Church,

Finally in the middle of the ningteenth century the Maude
family bought Belgard. 5t John's Church, Clondalkin bas
several memorials Lo the Maode family.  Belgard Castle is now
owned by Eoadstone who have spared ne expense to preserve
this impressive building most of which is well over six hundred
vears old. It i= interesting to add that a descendant of one
branch of the Talhot family, Right Beverend Canon Talbot wha
wae parizh priest of 31 Michael’s and John's Chureh in Dublin
when he died in 1946 waz the last hereditary Freeman of the
City of Dublin,

: .[”!“""Lim ,.ma‘.l.,m o
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The History of the Talbot Family

r:I:‘I]E History of the Talbet Family goes back to the army of
William the Congueror landing in England in 1066 and
earlier than that in Normandy, Theae early Talbots were
granted propertiea in Spalding in Lincolnshire, in Hereford and
Ehrewsbury and by marviage became connected with all the
most powerful barons and leadérs in England. When Henry [1
landed in Ireland there were Talbots with him and they were
granted land in various ports of Leinster [rom Wexford to
Dundalk. Malahide became one of thedr principal fortresses and
Belgard and Templeogue were little lezs important, The history
of Dublin from that Eime on had many references (o them,

In 1258 the Talbots of Templeogue endowed the Monasiery of
Haoly Trinity in the city, where Crow Street Theatre later stood.
In 1262 Kichard Talbot became Archbishop of Dublin, Later he
refused the offer of Archbishop of Armagh preferring Lo stay in
Duablin and in 1414 John Tatbot ( Lord Furnival | was Governor
of Ireland for the King. The Talbot loyalty to the Cathaolic
Church was unguestionable, and members paid enormous fines
ba the Crown and some suffered imprisonment.

In 1586 Sir James Talbot of Templeogue House borrowed
money from Sir Compton Domville (possibly to pay a fined,
There were many who adepted the Protestant Choarch at that
time with an eye to the estates of those who clung to the “Chd
Faith” and soon Sir James was outlawed and Sir Compton was
granfed Templeogue, The Talbotz fried Lo have the properiy
transferred to James" 2on but failed but they must have stayed
in the neighbourhond as in Handeock's history, it mentlons that
in 1630 Archbizhop Bulkeley complained that priests wers
maintained and Mass frequently said in the houses of Adam
Talbot of Belgard, Barnaby Reilly of Timon and Mrs. Elinor and
AMr. Henry Talbot of Tempboomae,

i
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It is probable thet the late very Reverend Canon Talbol PP
58 Michael and John's belonged to this branch, The medieval
castle of the Talbots was demalished about 1700 by Sir Thomas
Domville and a dwelling house erected in ks place. This was
reéploced about 1790 by the present house but the lower part of
the ¢ostle had proved tor strongly built and hod 1o be
incorporated in the pregent house. The wattle ceiling of the
bagement can still be seen, The grounds were beautifully laid
out with very fine ernamental trees and shrubs and zome
magnilicent oaks, The water gardepz with the emple at the
end near the road facing the house woere anusual and very
much admired. Tho water was diverted from the City Water
Course which rin through the grounds and there 2 an amaszing
stary about the watercourse. In 1738, Lord Santry, nephew of
the Sir Cornpton Domville who was the owner, killed one of his
fantmen,

Contrary to what ene would expect of the authorities of the
time, he waza charged, tried and when ound guilty, he was
condemned to death. Hiz powerful relations tried every way
they could to have the sentence quashed but they Failed and as
a last pesprt Sir Compton threatened to cot off the city water
aupply, The city fathers caved in and Lord Santry was reloazed
and his sentence commuted to exile for life., From then on the
houze seems o have had many tenants and owners. These
included a Mr. Gogarty, who cut down many of the trees, the
novelist Charles Lever, James Knighting, who having swindled
the railway company out of thouzands, was very penercus to
the poor. Later a Mre. Alexander lived there,

For some time it was part of the St. Michael foundation for
handicapped adultzs, run by the 5t. John of God Order. They
have since left and it is now owned by the County Council who
pre renovating ib An amazing collection of antique bottles was
found by the Archaeologists advising the Couneil,

Ly
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i}rfmmzjfﬁ Castle

F'sonn have nob vigited Deimnagh Castle sou would enjoy a

vigit. It is open on Sunday afternoons. Dvinmagh and all the

fanids of Ballyfermot and Terenure were grnted by King
dohn to Hugo de Bernivale in 1215 The family later ehamged
ita name to Barmsvell. The castle was built an the 15th eentwy,
It was occupied almost continuously from Lhen o the 1B&0E,
and a0 many alterations were made to suit the needs of
BUSCEEETVE

eomners and temants - the Barnwells, Lofiuses and Lansdownes
and Hinally Feom 1906 the Hateh family, Louis Hatch — the Iast
of his family left the property to the Diocese of Dublin. New
schools were needesd for the growing population and the Diocezs
gave it inta the care of the Irish Christian Beothers who lived

(=]
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Lhere for some vears antil 8 modem menastery was huilt for
Lthem. After that the casile fell into disrepair It was badly
vandalised. In 1986 & group of local people became interested
and determined to zave il and they deserve enormous credit for
their achicvement, They have lovingly vestored doors, floeors,
ztairs and balconies The carved Ngures which support the reof
trusses represent some of the voluntoers who still work at their
gigantic task,

Drimnagh is the only castle in Ireland which haz retained
its ancient floeded moat and this oo has been cleaned. There
are swans and a variety of fowl including peacocks, The garden
has been restored to 17th century style. To see a peacock with
its feathers in full dizplay adds to the picture and one can just
imagine ladies and gentlemen in their formal s6ff brocades and
silks walking about, The view from the tweo look-out turrets
extends from the Dublin Mountains to the Phoenix Park and a
Lookout sentry there could warn occupanta of the danger of
raids from the OTooles, OByrnes and Kavanaghs, The name
Drimnagh denotes a vidge, and the river Camae flows past on
its way tojoin the Liffey at Kingsbridge, now Heuston Station.
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Killakee House

Salute To A Brave Lady

HE steep road to Killakee and the Hell Fire Club brings
I groans from walkers and even motor ears find it severa,
g0 what must life have been like up there when
pvervthing had to be carried up or brought by horse-drawn
drays and carts. The building of the hunting [edge, which we
know as the Hell Fire Club, for Squire Connolly of Castletown
House must have been a tremendous aperation, alithough he
did make use of the stone of the ancient rath on the site. The
building of the magnificent Killakee House only a few vesrs
later must have been a staggering undertaking There 15 very
little information aboat Killakee House in any of the local
histortes. 11 was built by Colonel While and later passed into
the ownership of the Massy family. The grounds were
exlensive with gate lodges both on the Killakee Road and above
Rockbrook on the Pine Forest Read,

During the reigns of Queen Victoria and King Edward V1T
the filestyle was lavish and many famous people were
entertained there, There iz a photograph in the Lawrence
Collection of a gathering during the lazt vigit of Edward VI
with the Viceroy and hiz wife and other dignitaries and oiTicers,
The Lord Mazsy who enteriained him died in 1910, When his
gon stkeceetded to the title, the estate was haavily in debt, That
Laord Mazssy marvied in 1318, The house waz frequently raided
by opposing sides during the Rebellion and later during the
Civil War. One occasion when the Black and Tans raided, Lady
Massy had just had a baby and Lord Massy begged them not to
disturb her. He could not afford to repair the house or emplov
staft and thus house and gardens and the magnificent stables
on the other side of the road became more and maore

&
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dilapidated. In the end they sold the hovse and grounda 1o the
Land Commisgion, retaining only the gate lodge at the
Roclkhrook end where they went to live. Money was very scarce
and Lady Magay went 1o work in Hospitals Trust. Few people
there knmew who she was as she was known as Mrs. Massy. She
walked down to Hockbrook for the bus every morning,
transferring on to the No.18 Tram at Kenilworth. 1t must have
been very tiring bui she also did teas and snacks for hikers on
Saturdays and Sundays. The family left the lodge inthe 19560,

If Lady Massy is alive today, she must be a very great age.
When the Secomd World War broke out her som jomed the
British Army as a Privaie. He later became Batman toa semor
officer. Omn hearing the name Massy this Officer said to kim
“When I was a voung Heutenant [ was on duty in Dablin Castle
and | remember being one of a party accompanying King
Edward VII when he visited a beautiful estate o the Dublin
Mountains owned by a Lord Massy, Whon the Private told him
“thal was my grendfother”, the OfMeer had him pul onoan
OiMeer's training course, He muazt have survived the war az |
have been told recently that he and his wife are running a
buziness inn Ireland, The Trish Land Commizsion levelled the
house in 1939 and the stables on the sther side of the road have
been relurbished into an art centre and restaurant known now
as Killakee House. [t iz zaid to be haunted and R T.E. hag done
a programime abaut it

L
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Lucan 1ill; age

LCAN. sumely the }||'|1|.1 iaat wi ||.'|_j|’-e: on the Li I'TI_"':'. has

existod since pre - Christian times.  The Vikings

penetrated past there to Leixlip, and the Mormans wers
quick to appreciate its potential. 1ta big difficulty in early times
was the viver ford or crossing which became impazsahle when
the Liffey wasin apate. A number of bridges ware swept away
and it was only in 1814 that the present lovely bridge was built,
There were a number of mills worked on the water power of the
Liffey but eventually the really successful ones were the flous
and animal food mills of the Shackleton family and the weollen
mills of the Hill family.

In the eighteenth century the Grand Canal waz built just a
mile fo the sowth of Locan and the Hoval Canal the same
distance to the nerth of the town. Likewise, the railways in the
mid-nineieenth century ran parallel with the camals with
stations at Adamstown on the Neweastle Hoad and Coleblow on
the Clonce Road. Thus it was possible for the town to develop

Il
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mto a very prosperous unit. There was also the discovery of an
iron apa in 1758 and soon afterwards a sulphur spa which
became the primcipal one around Dublin in ihat era of
popukarity of spas.

The beautiful Spa Hotel was built to sccommodate the
many palients and visitors., In 1883 A stesam tram began
operation and this too added to the popularity of Lucan. In
1887 this was superseded by the electric tramway which
continued until 1940, Until 1932, the line manufactured its
own electricity, and varicuz local houses were able Lo connect
up to the excess supply but when trams were climbing the steep
Chapel Hill, all pewer was needed and the light in the houses
dimmed down completely.

Amoeng the town's noted inhabitants was Patrick Sarsficid,
Lord Lucan, one of the most brilliont Irish leaders in the
Willlamite wars, After the Baitle of the Bovne, the Lucan
eatates and title were forfeited by the Crown and passed into
sther hands, For many wvears, Lacan House has been the
residence of the Italian Ambassador,  James Gandon, who
designed the Costom Houze and many ather fine buildingz in
Dubdin lived at Canonbrook.

12
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The Flight Of The Bremen

N April 12th 1928 Air History was made at Baldonell
whon a German plane 1The Bromeni took off to attempt

the hazardous flight from east Lo west across the
Atlantic agninst the prevailing winds. The plane was not
pressurised and the wheels did not retract as in medern planes,
They had no radios. Seven unsuecessful attempts had been
made in 1927, Five turned back for varios reasons - ngine
faults and luel wastage, Two planes with five men were never
heard of again, In March 1928 another plane and crew
dizappeared.  Coptain Joames Melntosh and Captain James
Fitzmaurice, Adjutant at Baldonnel had tried in September
1927 but were forced to turn back five hundred miles out
beepuse of engine trouble,

In Germamy, led by Baren Von Huenefeld, there were many
Firat World War aviators anxious to make the attempt. Baron
Von Huenefeld put all his private means inte the effert and the
city of Bremen supplied the rest. The plane waz originally a
dufikers W33 flyving boat to which an undercartiage waz fitted.
They arrived at Baldonnel, one man short, Their navigator had
become ill, and knowing Captain Fitzmauriee's previous effort,
Baron Von Huenefeld suggested he should join them, and of
eourse he jumped af the chance. The third member was
Captain Herman Koehl of the German Air Foroe,

As preparations went ahead there was great excitement in
Baldonnel and all over ithe country. The day before they wers
due to gn many people came to see the plane and wish them
well, Patricia Fitzemvaurice who was seven and myvself aged six
were lifted wp by two soldisrs to see In. 11 was fall of dark blue
barrels of aviation spirit. We were told they had only chocolate
Lo eat.
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April Hth — they attempted to take off but the runway was
not long enough for the weight carried, All dav long soldiers
and volunteers laboured pulling dewn a hedpe and fence, filling
in & ditch and levelling the adjeining field and next morning at
5,38 they tried again and lifted ofT successfully, Jack O'Connor
deacribed to me, how, as 2 boy of fourteen, he cyeled down in the
dawn and waited breathlessly at the snd of the extended
runway, and watched the Bremen begin its run from the very
limit of the extension and lift into the air just to the left of the
hangars.

For nearly three days the country waited and prayed and
Then the great news!
They were safe!

They had landed on the e on Greeanly [sland off the coast
of Labrador net lar From alighthouse, from where the news was
Naghed along the coazl. The erew had had o very bad time,
Mearly all the way they encountered gales of forly miles per
howr, The instrument panel lights failed and they went off
their planned course, much further nerth, bringing them into
fog and ice, after that a blizzard, When that cleared they
gighted the Labrador coast and tried to find a safe londing.
Their Might had lasted thirty-six and a half hours and their fuel
was almost gone.

The plane was eventually dismantled and taken te Dotroit,
where it was reassembled and is on display at the Henry Ford
Aviation and Tranaport Museam, Deerborn, near Detroit.

The thres aviators were feted evervwhere they went in
Amerjea, a visit to the President and a ticker tape procession in
New York., They returned for an enthusiastic recepiion in
Dublin where Fitemaurice was promoted to Major. After that

4
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they flew from Baldonnel to Doorn in Holland to be received by
the ex-Kaissr who had sperial gold medals to present to them.
They went on then to Bremen to thank the people who made it
possible.  They were also received by Chancellor Yon
Hindenburg., Baron Von Huenefeld died the following
February. Captein Koehl died in 1937 and Colonel Fitzmaurice
in 1965 The three men each wrote hie own account of the
historic flight and they were published in g book called

The Three Mushketeers of the A

I beliewe it is very dilficult 1o get hold of a copy nowadays. 1t
contmned many exeellent photographs.

BREMEN FLYERS VISIT CARDINAL IN NEW
YORK
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Katherine Tynan

Poet & Writer 18671 - 1931

Born in Banelagh in 1861 she moved to Whitahall

between Clondaikin and Tallaght i 1865 when her
father Andrew Cullen Tvnan inberted the farm rom a Cullen
uncle,  The townlond nome on the map 5 Cullenswosd or
Kingswood, Al the time it was in the parish of Clendalkin but
the Dominieans had come to Talloght in 1842 and already had
g strong influence. In 1872 she and her sister Worah wore sent
to the Dominicen Convent Schood in Drogheda. Some accounts
gay she wins Lhere six yenrs, She was a voracions reader (o
spite of having very poor sight and she was already having
poems published in “Poems and Bollads of Young Ireland”.
Whoen she was only seventeen she published her first book of
poema Lotz de la Valliere™ and ghe soon began to mest other
writers of the then emerging Trish interest — ALE. Russell, W.H.
Yeats, Douglas Hyde, TY. Holleston, John Todhunter, Hose
Kavanagh and others

C LONDALKIN and Tallaght both elaim Katherine Tynan.

Her father built om an extra room to Whitehall so that she
eould entertain theze and the friends she made through her
membership of the Ladies Land League, Through the Land
Leapue she knew Anna Parnell, zister of Charles Stewart
Parnell. With her father, she visited Michasl Plavict m jail and
brought him to Whitehall te recuperate when he was released.
She also met the Fenian John (YLeary. John Butler Yeats
painted her portrait while his son W.B, Yeais read postry to her.

She married in Londen o 1893 and lived there for a while
but returned to breland when her hosband was appointed
Kesident Magistrate for Maye., He died i 1919 leaving her

I
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with three children and very little money, Afler a fow years she
decided to move 1o the Conlinent and later to London in eearveh
-:_lf' .-sl,:-rr|r_"-l.4.']|r_':|'{- {'|||_'z||r-e:|' L |i'.:_*-_ .':".':1|_' pﬁl:lul_‘r}ﬂ will [ 1% ] e |
hundred novels, several books of reminizcencez and misch
E:-|-|'1:|"_'.'. agme ol '.l.'|'|'i|_"|"|. |'|:_|..-. [plaRY L 8 '|-"_.|”-| |||||||'5.‘n.'|'||.'1']. th'
|'||.;'|.ir'||_|i|r|'||:_'ﬂ h|l|'|'|:|||r |_'|'||'||!|':=.:.||:'..=-. |'||r -cl‘allp j{i_1'|:-= anel unImarebed
mathara and was :_||!_;:'|ir|.-.1 {'.'lpi1.;'|.'| |_||_Il1§:¢.||l'r'|:'|'||. She worked for
Yalps for WORTIED .;:u.l:r wilth r.:u:_E:q.' .'l.|||_-|'d|:|:||. h.|:'||_' altenided [|'u':
Wiarld 1_‘.-:rng£r|:.-u.' af Women in Rome in 1914, Ratherine dicd in
19301, In Tallaght, in the Pocket Park in Main Street, a
commemorative plague was wnveiled last vear by Her
Excellency, President Robinzon and effortz are being made to
have Whitehall prezerved in memory of all the Irish literary
figures who visited thers,

Kathesing Tynan Commamaorative Plagua being unvelled by her Excallancy
President Mary Bobinson in Tallaght.

-
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Her poem “Sheep and Lambs". set to musie by Sir Hugh
Roberton as “All in an Aprl Evening”, 18 sung by choirs all over
the world, And when she wrote “The Asrodrome™ bemoaning
the destruction of some of her tathers fields in 1917, she
expressed whal so many have olt abeut the oxtension of towns
and eities into the eountryside:

“1renes ceeld e did nof afay o koew
Defpeed and all defiled,
The queet fields of fong ago,
Ieor fo him os o child.

But when the tale was told to e
I felt such piercing poain,
They bore iy heart up with the frea
That will not leal again!

HKathering’s aizster Morah Tyman O Mahony was also a great
writer, She was very interested in local affairs and was one of
the committes of Clondalkin Parizh Couneil,

Kartherine Tpman (1861-19371)
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The Fenians

"ﬁ TI-IEN I write my "bita" for The Echo, I'm always
hoping that semeone will write back and comment on
them. | know in the past the Editor has said he would

welcome a letters page on any subject. Seme of you have

parents or grandparents who have tales of their own fo add,

Comments like that would add considerably to the “Folk

History of Tallaght”. 1 have always been very puzzled by the

Battle of Tallaght’ and here | repeat what | wrote abeut it for

osur book “Tallapht Trails, Tules and Walking Boots",

The plague erected on the Priory wall to commemorate the
Fenian Rizsing was token down some time ago, Hopefully i£ will
soont be replaced to commmemorate an extraordinary event. The
Fenions in Dublin relied heavily on promises of money and
grms from America but although some help did come, it was
very little, The rescue of James Stephens from joll in Dublin by
John Devoy and his supperters in 1866 had raized the hearis
and hopes of many. Recruiting agents enlisted thousands of
men, They inatructed the recruits to go 1o Tallaght by varied
WOVE, &4 a8 not o arouse suzpicion. They were promised arms
when they would get there but few materialised. The
authorities in Dublin Castle were already alerted and well
informed and when reports started to come in of large groups of
men moving towards Tallaght, the constabulary were ready. [t
would be interesting to know where waz John Devow at thiz
time? He was the local man (from Kill just up the MNass Read),

It iz stated that over 3000 were arrested at the time, Many
were arrested at various points on their way to Tallaght and
John Devoy may have been one of them, Certainly, leadership
was entirelv lacking. The men were bewildered and could not
understand what had happened. An old lady, who, as a child of
zix, saw some of the Fenians come back to Clondalkin, heard

i
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her mether azking them what happened and their answer “We
don't know what bappened, but there was fio battle”. The RIC
elaimed a great victory and it has been wrillen up mony Limes
gince, 11 muszl have startled the Dublin Castle authorities 1o
find that se many men were ready o leave bome and work in

Tallaght Castie — 51. Mary's Priory
&
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enld wintry weather, at the beginning of March. Posaibly its
higgest impact and suceess wag that the British Parliament
under Gladatone began to consider Home Rule and Land
Heform in Ireland, Students should find it an intriguing study,
bt although it appeared to be a fiasco, there were widespread
repercussions and for that reason alone, it is to be hoped that
the plagoe will snon be replacad.

What did happen? Can anyone give information handed
down by their families abot those who died or the survivors.
Surely if there had been a résolute leader he would have
roalized that puns took zome time tovelnad at that time, and he
and his men eould have swamped the Barracks at that time.
There's a lovely story told about & man who took refuge in the
Priory. One of the monks kept him in his cell and fed him thers
until he could got civilian clothes and get him safely away 1
wonder if the priest kept any notes of what the man had 10 sy

i
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Christmas In Tallaght

in Order churches and very few others, [n Tallaght, the

Dominicans, knowing the limitations of the public part of
St, Marys Church, sent out invitations and on the night, lay
brothers were stationed at the door to supervise entry,

B EFORE Vatican Two, midnight Mass was celebrated only

Inevitably, people came without invitation and they were
never refused g0 the congregation was packed like sardines. All
through the evening conlessions were being henrd on both sides
of the church. Then about a quarter 1o twelve, the priests left
the confessionals and a great hosh fell, As midnght struck, the
organ plaved and the procesgion starfed with the monlks
chanting as they came. First a long line of altar boye, then the
young postulants and novices [oflowed by the brothers and
finally the priestz with the thiree who were celebrating the sung
High Mass, Anvone who ever heard the joyous sound of more
than seventy monks and brothers singing the Glorna, the Credo
and the Sanctus and all the responses will never forget it, It
was a wonderfid and inspiring beginning of the festival and
alter the long celebration was over, the comgregation poured ot
into the frosty air, joyously greeting friends and neighbours,

Hefore motors became common, many came in ponytraps or
on bicyeles or walked miles to go to the Priory. At midnight,
those at home had lit the Christmas candles and their tiny
lights could be picked out all sver the hills. The adults wha had
been to Mass crept back in so a5 not to disturh the children and
after a hot drink and a discreet placing of Christmas presents,
they retired to bed, but not for long!.

The children wha found it hard to get up on schooldays were
bright as buttons opening their parcels and soon it was
breakfast time and the big business of cooking turkey, ham and
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plum pudding on ald-fashioned ranges bepan. With neighbours
calling with gond wishes, the dav went on in a way that was
much more zsimple than nowadays, and vet ssemed brighter
and happier.

intevior of 31 Mary's Priory before 1970,

=
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ClondalKin Round Tower

If vou have the oppertunity o hear Lhe lecture “The Hound
Towers of County Dublin™ by Joe Williams of the Clondalkin
Historical Society vou shoauld avail of it There were five towers
in the county, Clondalkin, Lusk and Swords are still standing.
The base of the one at Rathmichael can be seen and believe it
ot mob, thero was one am ship 3treet, close o ublin Castle but
followhng storm damage 11 was demolishied about 1790,

Clondaikin Bownd Tower — Phota: 8r. Philip Taylor

Balrothery in the MNorth County had & belfry tower attached
to the ancient church, and in later times facsimile towers were
erected at Portrane, Irelomds Bye and Glasnevin Cemotery. [n
all there are sixty-five towers or remains thereof in Ireland,
most of them having many features in common, The size of the
bhase was similar and they grodusied to the top. Scholars
believe many werd the work of the same tepm 20 contractors
were a feature of Irish Life even in carly Christian times.

24
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Clondakin Tower is different. Its base iz smaller and the
willz do not graduate but are completely perpendicutar. 1t has
a eurtain wall at the base which does nof exist in any other, No
other tower 15 a5 near to a constant Aow of heavy traffic and
chows no apparent damage. In 1787 an enormous explosion
oecwrred gt the punpowder mille less that a quarter of a mile
pway, The tremors were felt in Copel Street and chimneyz fell
al Uzher’s [eland, Tremendous damage was done in the Jocality
But the Reund Tower merely swaved and it was pol damaged in
ANy Way,

Brother Luke Cullen
1793 - 1850

Joe Williams haz alzao written a 2hort life of Brother Luke
Cullen of the Carmelite Monastery of Clondalkin. He was born
in Co. Wicklow in 1793, His history of the 1788 Rebellion in
Wicklow relied very much on the personal memaries of persons
who had taken part. His work was very much praized by other
historiang of the period, He also wrote a local history and the
life of Anpe Deviin,
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Blackchurch Inn

BLACKCHURCH Inn was one of the most picturesgue
buildings an the DublinCork road.  Sited beside a turnpike
nouse, and with changes of horses available after the long
uphill thirteen miles from the city, it was a8 popular and
progpemius  business, Jdusl. beyond i€ 15 the County
DublinTounty Kildare border and at that point the road is
stated o reach itz highes! peint above sealevel botween Dublin
and Cork. The townland name is Steelstown, but that is only
used on decuments and maps.

As children, we were fascinated by the Thatcher “Crutch”™
Ward who came every second vear Lo renew the thatch, which
was very thick and stosd out at least three feet from the walls,
About 1934, a Heiton's steam lorry and trailer of coal was
passing by when the trailer broke away from Che lorry and the
impetus corried it up the incline and the shaft plerced the inn
wall juzl below the window of the publie bar, It was then we
learned that the wallz were elay, After zometime the wall waz
repaired, bul from then on no one lived in the front of the
buildimg but ina modern two storey annex ot the back, The bar
and lounge comtinued to be used in the old lding,

At that time, Hlackehurch was owned by the Vickers family
and the family had very old account books showing what
buziness was like two hundred vears age. They also owned a
atlver teapot inscribed:

I Fatrick Berry, Innkeeper, Blackchurch Inn in testimony

of his apprehending a notoriows highway robber and there

by contributing essentially to the security of persons
travelling this road to whose countenance and protection
he is deservedly commended. This piece of plate is
inscribed by the Katheoole, Kill and Newcastle

Assgeiation.” (undabed |
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Blackshurch inn — Dublin f Cork Foad,
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Patrick Berry was great-great prandfather of Daniel Viekers
who lives nearby.

Colourful events, which tonk place there inchided & wvisit in
1932 of a stege coach and borses on their way to Limerick for
the opening of the Savoy Cinema. The famous Prince Monolulu
was one of the party. The following vear there was a very big
smowstorm and in those days before tractors, J.C.B.'s and
diggers were used, 1t was a major disaster. Evervthing came Lo
a halt for nbout ten days, Foosd was scarce and there was no
school, Just a mile away hundreds of sheep were lalled in the
drifts and one poor man, Urving to get home with food te his
wife and children died in the blizzard. A large creas party with
a number of big wagon: was marooned al Blackehurch and
many animals were accommadated in the fime farm outhouszes,
The most exeiting thing we saw were the two elephants, Their
Indian keepers had to make them kneel down to get in and out
of the barns and then they took them across the road and down
the snow coversd feld to o stream for water, They were there
nearly a fortnight but one day we came home (rom schoal to
fimd then gome.

In 1840, agam during a snowsitorm, ATIY units were
deploved up and down the Naas Hoad. Some of the wartime
intermess (moatly pilots who had crashed herel escaped from
the Curragh.  Most of them were found quickly but one pot as
far as Rathcools.

Through from Autumn te Spring, hunt meets both of the
South County Dublin Harriers and the Kildare Foxhunt tonk
place regularly and the old Inn was a picturesque background,
but in the 1960, one sad night, the clay walls crumbled away
and Blackchurch [nn as we knew it was no more.

Mot long after that the turnpike house on the epposite side
of the road was knocked down in the road widening for the duwal
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carriogeway. In 1798 i was owned and worked by Felix
Rourke, father of Felix Eourke a United Irshman who survived
the 1798 Rebellion bul was apprehended during Emmet’s
Rebellion in 1803 and hanged from the burnt out rafters of the
priestz house in Ratheoole. He had been a particular favourite
of Lard Edward Fitegerald, who gave him oneof hiz own horses,

A list of Saggart and Ratheoole men who joined the Trizh
Mational Volunteers in November 1913, Most of them took part
in the gun-runming at Howth in July 1914,

CGenrge Attley
Jdames Coogan
James Connally
Christopher Cullen
Joseph P Jacob
Patrick Keogh
James Mullally
William MeGuirk
James OMeill
Laurence CFMeill
George Pouche

P . Sheil

Michael Walsh
Robert Bartlett
Patrick Cullen
Arthur Armatrong
Johm Attley
William Byrne
Leo Carrell
Richard Flanagan
Patrick Grav
Edward Eeogh
Patrick MeMahon
Joseph Molan

Frank Pitts
William Heilly
Patriclk Timmins
Fhil Whelan
Jim Boulger
John Brett
Bobert Barry
John Kearns
Thomans Kearns
Willinm Naorton
John Purdy
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The Pubs of Rathcoole

LTHOUGH the pepulation of Ratheoole was amall, the
Agus-it'u:m of the village on the main road from Dublin to
ork meant there was a constant flow of carriages, carts
and horee riders. Many of them stopped to refresh themselves
and rest their horses, end the Inns and forge were always busy.
The stageconch stop was the Munster Arms Hotel, a large
impressive building extending from the Dublin side of the
entrance (o the present Coolember Hoad to MeGuirk’s house.
The ruins remained there until about 1950 and part of the wall
i gLill to b seen in frond of Dr, O7Maille’s house,

The coming of the railwave spelied the end of the
sglageeoaches and by 1870 businesz: had deteriorated o much
that the hotel wag clozed down, but the two old ladies continued
to live there until they died and the building iteell burned down
around 1900, Cpposite to it was the ‘Cozy Har' owned by the
Walsh family. They alas owned a eonsiderable amount of
property in the district and some i2 still owned by their
deseendants,

At the corper of the Stoney Lane was Fyans' Public House
with one of the oldest licenses in [reland. It was a single storey
thatched building and the Village Inn now occupies the site.
The most interesting of all 18 the Rathcoole Inn, owned now by
Kathleen and Jack Graham, which was for many years owned
bv the Sentor family, who also vwned a number of other
properties in the village. Redmond's Garage belonged to one of
the family - Mrs. Cromer and zhe ran the Post Office Telephone

£
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Service for aboul Aifty years, Her zister Myrs, Lacey, married Lo
an R.LC. sergeant, stationed at Kilteel, lived just opposile,
where Hanlons live now., They also owned the house where the
late Mrs, Nora Dowling (R.LE) lived and fowr cottages on the
Grreen,

The pub at the Kildare epd of Ratheoole waz onee named
"The Sheal of Wheat”, it iz now "An Poitin S{il". For over a
hundred vears it belonged {0 the Carroll Tamily, Tt had a
colowrful life az it waz a cattle drover’z Inn, with unuswal
licensing hours to suit the drovers. The field next door was
called an accommodation field where the drovers turned in
their ¢harges while they themselves rested in the long building
at the Kildare end. Carrolls owned quite a lot of land and were
verv interested in horse bresding. Thev prided themselves on
always having an entry for Punchesiown and even had an entry
in the English Grand National on one oceasion,

Rathconle Vilege

k-
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Cheeverstown House

MNewlands on the Naas Road and extends to Fetlervairn

o the south side and Kingswood on the west side, There
wig an extengive farm there owned until 1980 by the Clayton
familyv. On the farm, beside Cheeverstown House where the
Clavton family resided, there waz the ruins of Cheeverstown
Castle, a fortrese of the Pale, When it became a total ruin a
Creorgian House wag built beside it and thizs became known ag
Cheeverstown Castle.  Although part of the properiy of
Cheeverstown Houwse, it was let Lo various tenaniz. For many
wears it was a convalescent home for poor children but aroand
1932 the home moved to Hilvare Houze on Templeogue Road
which became known as Cheeverstown House. It i now a
home for mentally handicapped,

T{'IE townland of Cheeverstown lies about a mile bevond

The castle was tenanted by various lfamilies after that but
when Roadstone bought the entive property in 1930 and
commenced quarrving, it was impossible to live there, and
eventually Hoadstone demolizhed it and the remains of the
older castle as well as Cheeverstown House where Clavions
had lived from 1908. The Claytons had owned Kimmage
Manor, and it was when they seld that thev bought
Cheeverstown. Thev were a very well known family. In 1872
William J. Clayton had invented a telescopic five escape ladder
which 15 still the basic model. His sem Thomas Clayton
inherited the farm and his other son William G. Clayion wus an
architect who designed many churches and public buildings.

They were always very imvolved in the life of the community
and the Point-to-Point Races of the Souwth Coonty Dhblin
Harrers were held on their land several imes. They were alse
very active in Church of Ireland affairs in Clondalkin and Mrs,
Thomeas Clavion was one of the founders of the Mother's Union
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in 3t. John's Parish. The only building remaining 15 the Gate
Lodge on the Maas RKoad and some yvears ago this was the scene
of a sad murder when the gateman disturbed some “drop outs”
in the ruined buildings. His wife lived on thers until her death
last month. It has been suggested that Eoadstone may uneover
the rume of the old castle =0 that the foundations may be
excavated.

J4
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Ballinascorney Lodge

is the ope turping right at the "00d Mill™ public howss,

poce upen @ thme 1t wias Kennedy's, then Brigid Burke's
and the present pwners have revived the name of McDonnells
Paper Milla which was not far away,

OT\'E of Lhe most picturesgue roads leading sut of Tallaght

Take the right fork at Bohernabreena Gravevard, and after
passing over & bridge built at a sharp furn, you will pass the
entrance on your left ta Hohernabresna Waterworks on the
Dodder. Climb the steep narrow winding read until you come to
a left turn leading into the beautiful valley of Glenasmole twell
worth a visit on another dayl Climb a bit Further and when
yvou come Lo an old guarry on your left, turn and leok back over
Dublin. It's worth it
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Next vou will come to the Ballinascorney Stome Cross,
Nobody seema to know what it commemorates, but it is possible
it wag one of the number erected during a cattle plague,
Continuing to the right you come to the forestry and on your
feft the ruins of Hallinascorney Lodge.

Huilt ariginally by the [hllens of Belgard Castle early in the
eighteenth century as a shooting ledge, it was then known as
Dillon Lodge. Around the same time, Connolly of Castletown
was building his shooting lndze st Mount Pelier. [t was later
known as the Hell Fire Club. Connolly's Lodge was stark and
tall and could be seen for miles sway. Dillon Lodge was 2 more
sophisticated house and it was oceupied almost continuously
until it was burnt down shortly after the death of the last
owner, the late Professor Aodhgan O'Rathallsigh in 1987,

Among those whe lived there were Gareth Lynch who was a
retired Registrar of Equity in the Four Courts. After his death
it was leased by Mujor Enox, owner of the “Irish Times". The
stvle he kept up and the parties held there were legendary!

Mot famous person Lo wvigit Dhllon Loedge was Robert
Emmet, when he was ‘on the run’ after the [ailure of hiz
rebellion. The sccupants at the time were Mrz. Hose Bagnall
and her Family,

Oin his first night in the diztrict, Enmet had taken shelier
in the cottage of John Doyle at Ballvmesce. Next day they
decided to make for Ballinascorney but someocne accidentally
dropped an incriminating document, and Dovle lost no time in
taking it to the nearest constable, A local carpenter narmwed
Patrick Loughlin, sympathetic to the rebels, azked Mrs.
Hagnall to give them shelter and although badly frightened,
ghe consented and Emmet and fourtesn followers staved there
the following night.

A
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They got word that the hunt for them was closing in, and
Robert Emmet told the men to scatter and make their wavs
home, and he returned to Harold's Cross. Handeock states that
Dovle, while selling eggs and butter in Harold's Cross caught &
glimpeze of Emmet and hurried to Dublin Castle to inform
Major Sirr, snd Emmet was arrested shortly afterwards.

Dvle pot a penswon of £40 a vear and left the couniry for hizs
own safely. The boeok 34, Meelruan™ and Tallaght” contains
extracts from the oflicial records of Robert Emmet’s irial with
the evidence of Mrs, Bagnall and her worliman, Buffe The book
can be purchased rom Tallaght Youth Service,
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The Crossley

WHET"T the British were leaving Baldonnel they had a
big anction and Unele John and Unele Willie Bsught o
Croszley tender - the kind wsed by the Black and Tans,
T wonder f it arvived in Hillview ander it's own power? The
dieal to purchaze the tenders included the Britigh Army paying

for aear body te replace the lorey body, These had 1o eome Trom
the Crogsley Works in England.

My firat memory of it was after they took the body off. The
new body probably took a long time to como becanse it was
brought to Liverpool by canal barge, and then acrose the Irish
Bea on a cargo bost to the South Wall where it was again
transhipped to a canal boat and eventually delivered to
Hazelhatch. Dad took us down there in the old Ford Model T
that he called ‘Navan Lass". Uncle John had borrowed a big two
horse dray and Peter MoDonpell met us there with some of the
men and with the help of an old crane, the car body was lifted
onto the dray and we three children rode beck in state to
Hillview, The paimiwork was yellow and the collapsible hood
and the beauliful leather upholstery were black. 1 think
evervone for miles around us came te see it and eventoally it
wis atéached Lo the chassis, the engine was retuned and Uncle
Willie zet off down the village on its maiden voyage and we afl
got trips in it e a Wme, But you know what happened - they
found out that it used nearly a gallen of petrol a mile! And
nobody waz keen to take it ouf after that.

And there it stood, vear after vear in the middle of the big
havbarn., When we children were in Hillview while the house
at Castlewarden was being extended, it was a marvellous place
to play. We thought we were driving to “far away places with
atrange sounding names”. Edmund pinched one of Unele
John's cigarettes and matches and we tried to amoke, but [
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coughed and coughed and we were found sut and in trouble!
When we went home, the Crossley was just left there and
eventually the hens nested in it and all sorts of things were
piled on top of it and there it stayed for over twenty vears.

Just after the Second World War, somebody decided o
make g flm on the Black and Tan period at Ardmoere Studios,
and they started looking for a Crossley tender. Dudley Colley
of Corkagh House wae an expert on old cars and he
remembered the Hillview Crossley and the Ardmore team came
i Aunt Cie offering her any money for i, "Take it away™ said
she “T don want anything for it You are welcome to it”, And
so0 it went to Ardmore where they rebuilt the Ierry body and
sucoeeded in getting the engine to go topl It showed up well in
the film i5hake Hands with the Devill and when the film was
made, the Ardmore people rang Aunt Cis and azked her did she
want it back with the lorry body on or the car body which their
workshop had vestored, “Keep it” she said, "1 never want to see
it again”. [t may be there ati]l,

¥ B W

Extract fromn Irisk Dailv Independent Monday Bih October, TRSY,

Attendance at Parnell Commemoration, Glasnevin,
Ratheoole contingent —

T. Walsh, President, E. Sheil, J, O'Connor, A, Darey. J. Carty, T. Egan,
. Harrs, M., Kearns, T. McEntee, J. Lennon, J. Johnsoen, P Johnson,
C, Doswdall, T Dawdall, J, Healy, J. Ki=ogh, J. Connor, . Walsh, W
Fyvans, T. Fyans, J. Sheil, M. Murnan, E. Brady, E. Brady jne, M.
Byme, oI, Connolly, T. Connolly, F. Nolan, J. Melan, W. Brady, ..
Coogan, M, Mulvey, E.T.G. Sheil, J. Phelan, C. Cumming, M. Carty, T.
Carrtw, <. Melknnell, T Haervey, 8. Hiorvey, IU MeLoughlin, 4. Sheil, M.
r:'u_'."h.". . F'illhli'g-l.l.l:l. B Du.l:l.u.-u, - [;.-L'[l;r. . Mul!&H.'r. T Ward. T. K‘E]]]ﬂ

Jack Quinn found this old paper. One can barely read it with a
magnifying glass, We are told the group marched all the way to
(lasnevin and hack.
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Kilteel

O visit Kilteel, the best road 15 to come by Hatheoole.

Turn in at the traffic lights and go right throwsh

Ratheoole and take the Teft hand fork helow the Poitin
Stil.

There usad to be a sign at that corner reading “Come to
Kiltgel Public Health Gardens with fresh air straight from
Heaven™ The sign is gone and there is 8 sepermarkol whers
the gardens used to be but the air is the same and the views are
superb., Another more scenic way fo go iz Lo lake the
Rlessinglon Hoad to Brittas. Turen right up the side of the
Britias Inn up a steep narrow road and keep going uphfll for
over a mile. The forest iz on the right and the views on the left
are worth bringing vour camera for.

Just before the main forestry entrance. vou will see about
150 wvards away “The Famine Fields" — the ridges where
putatoes were grown but never harvested because they were
rotten. Keep left from the forestry cormer for a quarter of a mile
and then turn right and pause. You'll get some idea of what the
Central Plain of lreland is like — mile after mile of flat lands.

Going e down the hill vou will come to a crossroads where
vou join the road from Ratheoole and turning left climb to
Kilteel. Tha lovely little church was epened in 1934 by the late
Archbishop Byrne. Hiz car was mel in Kathceoole by a cavaleade
of horses and horsemen whio led the way to Kilteel. A short
distanee further on the left 13 Kiltee] Castle,

Built by the Bnights Templars in the reign of King John, 1
t& well worth a wsit, Some years ago the archaeofogizis of the
Board of Worka did a major investigation of the castle and the
Mieldz surmounding it and they dizcovered that the outworks of

il
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the castle had been very extensive. The name Kiltes] comes
froe Cll tSiadhail — the church of Saint Seduoliuz who s
conzidered the first of the great Trish scholars who won for
[reland the name of “Istand of Saintz and Scholars™,

I know yvou will want to spend some time there but on your
return journey when vou get to the crossroads, known as the
Four Roada of Kiltee]l, come straight down towards Ratheoole,
On wour right son will see a very fine gramite horseshos
aurrounding the door of a onetime forge. Oppasite that you may
recognise the felds used for the racing and hunting scenes in
the film “The Irish T.M.".

The old house, Johnstown lRennedy where many scenes were
shot, has been demolished and there (5 a golf club, Beechpark
in the grounds.

The townland on the right is called Calliaghstown and there
was a convent there before the Reformation.
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Celbridge

15 surely the one with most to altract vistdors. Besides
that, it now has a special connection with Tallaght.
When the first District Councils were formed about 1829 the
ares from Rathfarnham te Lucan and from Inchicore to
Celbridge became known as "Celbridge Mo, 2 Diztricl’ and it
offices and boardroom were in the Hospital Poor Law Instilute

in Colbridge.

OF all the villages and towns south of Dublin, Celbridge

The area was almost identical with thalt which is now in the
charge of South Dublin County Council with headquerters in
Tallzght. The name Celbridge is an Anglicigation of the old
name Kildrought (Cill Droghid) the church of the bridge,
Coming into Celbridge from Lucan or Neweasile vou cross the
Liffey bridge. Tarn te the right for the main part of town, On
the right are a number of ofd houseés, mest of them now adapted
to buginess and with fine long gardens streteching down to the
river, One of these, Kildrought Houze, opened in 1787 az Mr,
Begnall's Academy o educate voung Catholic gentlemen,
Further along iz the gate inte Castletewn Hovse, rescued lrom
demolition by the Irish Georgian Society who did much te
refurbizh and re-equip the house, It has now been handed over
to the State and the Office of Public Warks is continuing the
gl Wk

Just outside the main gates, Lady Lovisa Connally in 1814
founded a free school where 'Catholics and Protestants were
educated together, religinus instruction given one day & week in
geparate rooms by their own clergvmen’. If you take the left
turn from Main Street, you will pass the old hospital /
workhouse and about a mile and a half further on turn right
and proceed cauliously (the rosd 8 poor). On vour right 15 an
amaring sight, the obelisk or ‘Connollys Folly™ built by Lady

'
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Connolly in 1732 to provide employment for the poor of
Celbridge. It cost £40M), The workers were paid 1/732d. per day
{ithe Half Penny)! It was designed by Richard Castle and iz 140
feet tall. Back to Celbridge Mil, known to have existed ginee
217 and with many changes of buildings and imdustries it is
gtill in use as an Amenity Centre and for many small firms.
Then you come to the beat known house in Celbridge, Celbridge
Abhey, once home of the Vanm Homrigh family.  Esther Vin
Homrigh, donathan Swift's "Vanessa lived there and he visited
her there and walked with her in the grounds, Not far hevond
the Abbey 15 what 15 now known as the Setanta Hotel but nog
so long ago it war the Collegiate School for Girls, founded by
the widow of Speaker Connelly i 1732, It continued undil
1972, There are a number of other fine houses in Celbridge, 5t.
Wolstans is now a school and Chakley Lodge, opposite Celbridge
Abhbey is A home for mentally handicapped children 15t
Raphaelsk there are alse Donacomper House and Killadoon.
All of them have interesting histories,

Connolly’s Folly, Celbridge.
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The Slade of Saggart

":[‘HE Irish word Slad means a big ditch and in the casze of
the Slade of Sagrart refers to the rift valbey from Jody's
Finch to Crookaling, The viver, which runs through it ia
called the Camae and the word Cam means crooked. [t rises in
Crosksling and joins another stream just opposite Crooksling
gate, The other stream orginated in Aughfarrell quarries where
five little streams unite into 8 strong How, Cheaginally they joined
the Lisheen River, but over one hundred and fifty years-apo-the
proprietors of Swiltbrook Paper Mills in Saggart changed that, A
Sluice Gate wasz erected at Aughfarrell and the Now of water was
diverted down by Gurtlam and through an area called Bog
Larkin where the Brittas lakes and ponds were formed. Joe
Dowling in Lake House hos the original agreement complete
with a big red seal, wherehy his great-grandfather sold that area
to MeDonnells of Swifibrook Paper Millss Thus a strong Qow of
water was guaranteed to the papor mills, A water bailiff walked
righit up the 2ide of the civer to Aughfarrell and back each day to
make sure no dirt got nte the stream. That s why Swifthrook
were able to make first clas: notepaper, which gained many
international awerds, And B8 also ensured that the rift valley wos
]'Ll'!lJL biea ul'.i:l'u"_',' clean — a J-qu_l,r ek Wisilors,

The carliest mention of the Slede was in 458 AD, The men of
Lamster refused do pay their tax, or as 11 was ealled, orugha o
the High King.

Laoghaive — the same Lasghaive who allowed 5t Patreck o
preach the Geapel, gathered his army and invaded Kildare,
Lanis, Offtaly and Wicklow, taking cattle and horses to pay the
tax. He deeided to come bock by the Slade, driving cattle and
hiorses before him but the Leinster men were ready, hidden on
the sides of the Blade and they caught his army and a batile was
fought. Laoghaire and many of his srmy were killed snd the
catile and horses repossessed.
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There is another area just a mile further on behind Brittas
called Sladmore - Big Ditch, This waz where the ditch or
boundary of the Paleé waz dug out in the thirteenth century by
local labour working from &ix a.m, to six pom,, providing their
own toolz for sixpence a day!

There was no road between the Embankment and
Crooksling until about 1820 when British Army Engineers
made the present road. Before 1790 the travellers going from
[ihlin to Blessington, Carlow and Wexford turned left at
Kiltalown Cottages and climbed the steep road over Mount
Sealkin joining the present road (N81) at Brittas. This was very
hard on the hovses and the authorities in Duoblin decided to
make a new road, leaving the present road just ahove Kiltalown
acrogs the fields to a point just above Bapgart Schools. There
ithe new road crossed over and went through the middle of the
Slade, crossing the Camae at the beautiful four arched bridge
which was chriztened the Downshire Bridge after the Marquis
of Downshire whe was a major landowner from Brittas to
Blessington. The road then climbed s much easier gradient
joining the road known as the Craddle. The Slade contained
many beautiful trees but unfortunstely these made prest
hiding places for highwaymen and during the thirty years the
road was used, there wers many many robbories. Many of the
travellers returned Lo uzing the Mount Seskin Boad. The most
infamous of the robbers was named Hanlon, known s the
Rapparee Hanlon, and it waz reckoned that he must have a
vaEl hoard of jewellery and money hidden somewhere, He was
caught. evenivally and banged in Blesgington, ol he wasz
tortured firgt to get him to tell where he had hidden his
“takings, Just before he died, he wag heard to say something
about a guarry. Well, from Brittas to beyond Blessington was
full of sand gquarries and for many years the quarrymen
searched without finding anything. And then a strange thing
happened. The other side of Blessington, back in the
mountaing, the other gide of the present lake, 8 man working in

{6



el VHLRS ARRIIOF HALTHYS

HuH



SOUTH COUNTY SCAP BOok

the gramite quarries at Ballvknockan started to buy land and
gpend money, He moved into o bigrer house and =ent all his
large family awoy io school, and as they grew up, bought farms
for the bovs in County Kildare and got the girls married to pros-
perous farmers and of cowrse evervbedy zaid "He found the
Rapparee’s hoard™

In the 1800%, railways had been invented and towns and
citiez were being linked but how to link Dublin, Blessington,
Carlow and Wexford was very difficult, eventually the
Blesgingion Steam Tram was built in the 1850% linking
Terenure, where the City Tram Line ended, to Hlessgington.

The people of Tublin soon began 1o enjoy the beauty of the
Dublin and Wicklow Mountains and they discovered the Slades.
[t was =0 beautiful and such a short distance away and the
Steam Tram even ran apecial excursions to the Slade at week-
ends, From 1890 on, the Slade became a favourite picnicking
place. Where moforbike scrambles became popular, several
competitions were held there every vear with a special Fancy
[hress meeting on 3t. Stephen's Day.
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Lovely Saggart Slade

By John Mesgan

A roving blade mid storm and shade
Fve trovelled for and near
To Ballvtore and sweed Logmore and far away Cape Clear
Ana seenes most fiair, both meh ard rare
! wiewed as I have sfroyed
But among them all there's none af afl
Can equal Sogaart Slade.

There irees sublime from every clime tn wild praofision grow
And birds do sing from early spring
And rorest Towers bloow
The hlls so grand on either kand which nalure has arraoved
With heaither brown look sweetly down on lovely Soggar!
Siade,

The rippling rills dowrn from B fills
Poss dhrowgh ths glorions deli
Where sivvethearts siroy af close of doy
Their tafes of love to k]

Ancl in this lond there's nod so groaead
A spot for yorth or mid
Th tefll their fove neath stars afoue
As fovely Soggart Slade

Docen by foe brosks gome cogy Rooks
there mogt romantic fie
In those shady bowers gome happy hours
{ spent in doayvs gone by
And as I strey on my lanely jsay
{ aften have delaved
T regret the day 1§ went awey
from lovely Saggurt Slade
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'SBiffii_'y Christian

ILLVIEW, in Hathcoole was the home of my father’s
Hl'amil_l.-' from when it was built in 1887 1o the death of my
yvoungest uncle in 1966, | had the job of clearing it out
before it was sold. It is now & saddlery shop. [ found many
unusual things - some of which evoked memories, but there was

none that touched me more than a little exercise book 1 found
in my grandmothers desk. On the front was writben —

"Bridget Christian came to me a2 servant
This 9th day of Avgust 1893
Al a zalary of DB per vear”,

What memories it brought back, not just to me but to all the
family and many other local people with fond memories of
Biddy., She was a most unusual character full of independence
with o deep voice thal came up from her boots and she was only
pintgized. When we wers children we were afraid of our lives
o anney her

" —

Rirideet Christian came from Ardelongh, Her Tamily wiere
viery highly respected tenant farmers on the Cloneorrey of Lvons
eatato. It iz probable Biddy, as she was alwove ealled, worked
in houses in the srep of Kill 1o Strallan before coming to
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Hillview when she was 29 in 1893, At that time she had
inherited a small holding and cottage at Creoknadreenagh
known as the “Rook" or “Keogh’e” from her mother's brother,
The holding was a tenancy of the Johnstown Kennedy estate
and the nolebook mentions the transfer of the feaze n
Movember 1893 when a fee of £1 was paid to Mr. Shannon,
Solicitor!], What would it be today? Hent is mentioned at
irrepular indervals. [ wonder who collected it or had she o go
to Johnstown Kennedy, now Beechpark Golf Club, to pay it. It
must have been very small. [n November 1593 £1.25.6d. On
12th December 15958 it was £2. In December 1899 it was
£2.35.7 12d. In December 1901 it was £1.2:.0d, In March 1902
it wasz £3.5s.04d. 50 there must have been arrears, for in the
following December it was £1.650d, Hates are shown at
variouz times ag twelve shillings, 83.3d. and again, twelve
ghillingzs. You will see from the pages shown the cost of items
of elothes at thal time, She mentions going o Saggart Fair
when she spent two shillings. All the fun of the fair!”! And in
Novemnber 19403 "Show on the Green” cost sixpence!

The account book mentioned Saggart Fair on 2nd June 1904
- £5. This was to buy a cow and call. And all the entries after
that are of household equipment because Biddy waz getting
married and geing to live in her cottage at Crooknadreenagh,
high on the hill above Ratheoole, In October 1904, Biddv
married Thomas Phelan and they went to live in her little
house. But sadly it waz not a happy marriage, Thomaz Phelan
treated ber very badly, stole from her, sold all her stock and
beat her so badly he was sent to prison, and in 1903 she
obtained & legal separation. | am indebted to the late Mrs.
Kate Brady and her zister, the late Mrs. Elizabeth Gray for
some parts of the story. They used to atay with her from time
to time and even went to school to Baggart from her house.
Walking, of course. [t was a one roomed cottage with a lean-to
shed for g eow and ealf. People on the hill and other neighbours
uged to come in at night and they would play cards. When
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Hiddv won, she pot the money back in the pool becausge she aaid
ghe never had and never would take money from anyone
without working for it.

Someone sugpested that she should have one or two girls -
nurse children they were called then - and Mrs. Rose Byrne, the
relieving officer who arranged these all over this district, (then
known as Celbridge No.2) knew Biddy well. She knsw they
waould be well treated, but the house was too small. A seeand
room was added and Biddy pot one girl and then a second. |
don’t know how many she cared for in all. T only remember
Betty Daly who stayed with her ‘till she married. The
maintenance was paid guarterly. Hiddy took none of it for
herself or for the girls’ keep and food. It was all spent on their
elothes or pul in a post office book for them. Mrz. Brady told
me Thomas Phelan wandered around the country working here
and there, When he wae down and sut he came back to Biddy
He was never allowed in the house but she alwavs gave him
food and money and sometimes clothes. Eventually he got TH
and waz sont o Peamount where he died. Biddy bad him
buried in Saggart gravevard.

Biddy helped all over the hill, when there were illnesses or
births or deatha, and she always kept in touch with Hillview.
For many vears she walked up and down and somebody wonld
be sent up with any heavy messages, and the men from
Hillview sent up to make hay and fence although she was a
very hardy lady and did an awfial lot for herself, T remember
poing with myv father to My, Muldeon at Allenton Houze in
Tallaght to collect a fox tervier pup for her. 1t was christened
Muldoon and she had it for years. She always had several dogs.

Every Thursday morning she arrived at Hillview. Cleaning
put the big American range was a tricky joh and nobody ever
did it but Biddy, We didn't put our noses in the kitchen that
day. We had a healthy respect for Biddy and her deep voice,
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and even the adulis in the family would not cross her in any
way, but they all loved her and she loved them. As she pot older
she only vame down on Pridays for her pension and to have tea
with them. If she did not come, someone went up te find out
why, By then zhe had o donkey and tiny trap and used (o take
her time up and dewn. A good thing the goll ¢lub was not there
then with all the cargl Gradually, the little coltages
disappeared and it was very lonely up there. Her pephew
Mickey Doyle from Blackchurch uzed fo call and bring packets
of tea and sugar, and another nephew, Wing Commander
Grennan came from England Lo 2ee her several times o year
He rang Hillview regularly for news,

On Bunday, Biddy came to Mazs in Saggart, leaving her azs
and trap outzide Jocobs, When we moved to Saggart in 1945
ghe came and had dinper with us after Mazgs, The first day she
came, she toured the house recognising items which had been
in Hillview, but the thing that took her fancy was a big Willow
pattern dizh on the wall, and when she heard my mother had
browght it from Wales with her, Biddy said "Well T have a
Willow plate and Ul give it to vou”™, And the following Sunday
zhe brought it down, and she was so pleased next time ahe
came and we had it, too, on the wall, [ still have it,

She had her stock, but that's another story, a well-off
neighbour, who has also gone to his reward, did & very nasty
trick on her. Anv of the people en the hill will tell that story
After that she let the land to Teddy Creggw who bought the
holding from her heirs,

Biddy died guietly in her little house on 289th June 1954
With her were her nephew, Mickey Doyle and my uncle Dr
William Bheil, who was only a vear old when she came to
Hillview. She is buried in Saggart. We think she was some
vears older than ninety but her birth certificate could not be
traced.
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South County Dublin Harriers

with a primitive cudgel and then with a catapult. Finn

MacCool and his army of followers hunted the wild boar
and hares with their hounds, notably Finn's dog Bran. Their
favourite hunting groand was the Corragh of Kildare and all
the land from there back to Tallaght and Glenasmole. As time
went on men and women started to hunt en horses with
specially trained hounds te smell oot therr quarry

FH'DM the earliest times, men hunted for food, at first

In Britain and Franee it became fashionable to hunt the fox
or the stag, and soon Ireland too resounded to the sound of the
hunting horn. Bat some people did noet like hunting and killing
live anitmals and still they wanted the joy of the fast nde over
fences and ditchies, Some thought of laying a trail of scent =
aniseed usually = and traning the houndz to follow that, That
is how the name “drag-hunt’ got its name and the hounds
trained o follow it were “harriers”™ although that name really
related back to when hares were hanbed,

The RKildare Fox Hounds hunted m County Dhublin
occasionally and various land owners ran private packs of
harriers, but not in a very organised way. Mr. Blackshaw from
England started a private hunt after the First World War but
was not very successful, and a group of county and city men got
together to buy out his interest and his pack in 1926, The
group included Mr WT. Cosgrave. his brother-in-law ¥r
Flanagan, Mr. Mastersom, Mr. Dunne, Captain Cyril Harty,
Captain Ahern, Captain P, Shetl V.5.; Mr. Hoche, Mr. Nugent,
Mr. Gore-Grimes, Mr. H. Kellett, Mr. I3, Kelleit and others. The
houndes were found to be in poor condition and new ones were
bought from the Scarteen Hunt. Hy the Antumn of 1926, with
the co-operation of farmers and landowners, the reorganised
hunt was underway, still using the name Hillside Harriers.
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From the frst it was very successful and popular and the turn
ok for the point-to-point races was splendid. For the first two
yerirs 16 was run on Baldeonel Aerodrome and then moved to
Cheeverstown, Alter that, for vears it was held at Old Bawn.

In 1982 the hunt was reorpanised ps o resistered bosiness as
the “Bouth County Dublin Harviers, Willie Harvey eontinued
Ly b humtsman until e wos injured inoa fall at.a peint-to-point
at Callery Bag. Then his brother Jeek took over from him for
many wvears and Jack’s son Hoger now has the job.  But of
conrse, with the spread of the eity and suburbs, the hunt has
had o look For new rung in Wicklow and Kildare and the “point-
to-point’ is now beld on Noas Race Conrse,

South County Dublim Hunt at Belgard Castle
Cardre: Mr, Liam Flanagan, Surgeon; Rigof: Mr Peber Dunn, Denlisl
beading the hunt treoagh Belgard Castie In 1041, Both men were (ot
masters of the Hunt from 1856537 to 194748,
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The City Watercourse

I J‘UW that the days are getting longer, more peaple will go
for walks and no one should miss the Firhouze Weip
now magnificent in the apate of floed waters, and the

rebuilt foothbridge. Be sure to bring vour camera with vou, The

weir was built aeven hundred and fifty years age by the City of
Dublin authorities because the city was very short of water,

The ancient city of the Danes and afterwards the Normans
waa entirely on the south side of the Liffey which was tidal az
far sds [siandbridge and therefore no use as o water supply.
Thera were wells here and there and theve was the Poddle —
their main supply but this was not enough. The weir was built
in 1244, & channel leading off to the side which carrvied the
water down more than a mile to join the Poddle at Templeogue.
Further down near Rialto the water was piped off in hollowed
out Klmwood pipes to a number of fountains whers the citizens
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came with their buckets, Water was aold through the streets by
men and women carviers with wooden vokea across their
shoulders to carry two wooden buckets, The continuing growth
of the city made more and more demands on the supply. The
Camac. then g muach amaller stream aleo contributed amd when
canals were planned in the eightesnth century the Dublin
Corporation invested heavily with a view to augmenting the
water supply. The Bohernabreena Hezerveoir was balt in 1577
to supply the Kathmines / Hathgar area as well as the inner
city.

Dublin was threatened with having its water supply cut off
in 1738, Lovd Bantry was charged with the murder of one of his
footmen, found guilty and sentenced to death. His uncle, Sir
Compion Domyville lived at Templeogue House and the Poddle
ran through his grounds. So he threatened to cut of T the supply
if hiz nephew was not released. His threat worked ond Lerd
Banlry was freed on condition that he left the country.



BOUTH COURNTY SCHAF BOOK

5 paﬂfﬂff

Firhouwse side of the Dodder had to cross at

Rathfarnham, or by a ferd 10 the river at a place collod
the Strand mot Tar from Templesgue Gravevard, Near the Tord
there was an inn and o group of cottages. In the early
geventesnth century, mineral springs had becoms véry popular
health centres all over Eurepe. A chalvbeate spring was
digcoversd just o little to the west of the ford and inn oand
overnight the wealthy and fashionable people of Dullin flocked
o Templeogue Spa Well, and the name zool became merély —
Bpawell.

B EFORE Templeogue Bridge was built, all traffic for the

Bezides drinking the waters, the patrons soon added
entertainments, music and dancing, all under the eagle eve of
a Master of Ceremonies, whoss rule was absolute, just like the
famous ones at Bath etc. There was also cockfighiing,
wrestling and prize fighting, especially on Sundays when the
poor peaple came in erowds and entertainment was of 8 rougher
nature.

The =pa even produced its own newspaper called the
Templengue Intelligencer, a few numbers of which are
preserved in the Haliday Pamphlets tn the Roval Irish
Academy. The gpa water was also bottled and sold every
morning in city shops for two-pence a boitle. To start the day's
treatment, cliente had to be in Spawell at eight o'clock in the
morning and this was a big effort for pesple whe normally did
ned go b bed until about three o'clock in the morning after ballz
and receptionz,  However, all this came Lo an abrupt end in
1751 as the spring geemed Lo loose i85 pobeney and by 1800 a
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vigitor could only identily the site of all this activity by a
“depression in the ground™

The large three storey house, which had been buily in the
carly gighternth century with its quaint Duteh gables and ool
amd high chimnevs s still sery muoch in exiztence. [t is
eongiders=d an architectural gem having many  anusdal
fentures,  For many generations it has been home of the
Honnody Fmily,

Tymon Casila
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Reminiscences of the late Cathy Dunne

transcript of her mterviow with the late Cathy Dunne who
died on 13th March 1995, Her wonderful memories and
recoliections of storws and people are =adly missed.

Ium imdebted to Chrstine Guinn for permission Lo use hor

“1 was born here in September 19062 and 1 had ooe brother,
Pat. 1 have spent all my life here, Dudng nearly ninety-one
vears | bave scen many changes. 1 went (o the old school (i
was very new thend, Mra Archbold taught up to 2nd elass and
Mrs, Lennon taught the rest. We were very well taughi. We
miay mob kave had the wide curriculum they have today but Pm
sure any child of that time could beat any of the present day
ones in English, Ivish, arithmetic, geagraphy, hiztory, cooking,
singging and rural scence,

Al that time, Mrs. Hallissev taught the bovs and Mrs,
Dowdall, (then Miss Mulhare), taught the small onea, There
weare only outside dry toilets and when we wanted water we gt
it from the pump on the Green. | got First Communion in
Saggart when [ was seven and | was conlirmed there too, by
Archbishop Walsh. There were plenty of girls in the village and
we plaved all the wsual games, We knew ahout Hatheonle's
history in the wars of long age, as in 1641 when all the people
hid en Tooten Hill from the soldiers and 1he soldiers set fire to
the furze and those who weren't burnt were killed as they ran
from the lames.

The next story atber that was in 1798 when my great-
grandfather waz Eilled by the soldiers. Apainst his wishes they
ate the hot bread from his bakery and drank ale and some of
them got Hl and blamed him, Alse the pansh priest Fr. James
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Harold was griested and sent 1o Australia for fwelve vears and
the nineteen year okl John Clinch from Ratheoole House was
hanged in Mewgate Prison, They said he was a rebel and be
denied it. It's believed it was hiz cousin Jehn Clineh from
Hazelhateh who was mwllu.d in the United [rishmen. Five
vears later, Felix Hourle was hanged from the rafters of Fr,
Harold's burnt out house, Nora Dowling's bouse was built on
that site alterwardz by the Senior Family,
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They owned all the side of the streed nearly from where Ferpie
Redmonds now standsz o the Green. The Seniors had three
daupghters who were allowed to serve in their public house, now
the Ratheoode Inn until ea-dime when their mother would zay
“Sophic, Jane and Beckie - all {o vour own compartment™

When the Irizh Volunteers were founded in 1913, o lot of
loval men joined and o few of them took part in the Hewth Gun
Rupning, Im 1914 some of them followed Redmond and joined
the Britigh Army. Several were Killed and zome were injured.
Joe Whitethorn, Pat Timmaoneg, Joe Phelan and Tommy Kearmns
died. Philip 'Badger’ Whelan alze served but he came home, S0
did Willie Harvey and then Easter Week happened. When we
heard sbout it, Maggie Walsh and 1 went up to Balgers Quarry
and saw Dublin burning, the GPO, and O'Connell Street in
flames. There was one Hatheoole man in the G PCY, Peter
MeLoughlin, Maisie Carevs uncle; he was interned for a while
and then he came home, He died in 1927, The Britizsh Army
units had to maveh through REatheoole on their way to Dublin
from the Curragh. Katheoole was full of soldiers and later the
Biack and Tans. Ewven though Rathceoole people were not
invalved in the war, the Tans wonld siill pound an the door and
if there was B young man in the house, they were hiable to take
him away.

In Saggart, two men were laken, Ooe was MeDermott. He
was imprisoned for o short while but when he was released he
ended up in Grangegorman due 1o the treatment he had
received. The other man was also imprisoned [ o short time
and he died goon after his release,

During the Civil War, a voung Free Stater was killed in
Brittas. My cousin Cis Tvnon ond [ went everywhere we could
nnd when we went Leoa funeral of 8 man named Colter in
Glasnevin, we saw Terence MeSwinev there. Not long after
thit he wasg arrested and went on hunger strike and dicd.

(o
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For gelting to the city we had to go (0 Hazelhatch to get the
Lrain or to the Embankment to get the Steamtram. And then
wie ot our first bus about 1920, Tt wae like a big van with long
benches inside and we had to get up on a chair Lo got inlo it
The first bus company im the country was the LOC, (Irish
Omnibus Companyh L started in Clondalkin, T didnt go to
Michael Colling funeral but the next day Cis and [ went, There
were huge crowds there and maszes and maszes of beautiful
Mowiers,

The next big event 1 remember was the Euchariztic
Congress just sixty-one vear: apgn,  Alier all we had gone
through, nobody would have believed we could organise such a
buge and succesaful event, Tmagine getling two million people
in and out of the Phoenix Park and home from Dublin and not
a single person hurt, The organisation was superb, You
couldn™ do betier today,

From the time it was opened in the twenties, the Library
was the cenire of evervthing. There waz no T.V, and very few
people had radios with earphones and we read evervthing we
could gat. There were concerts there too and lectures and when
the Second World War came, we had First Aid and Civil
Defonce there. We pot electrie light just before the war but
there were no power units like electric fires ete. and thon there
was a blackout and most of the buses went because of petrol

shortage. After that, life bevame sasier, more or less as it is
today.”
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Family Trades

horaes for transporting themselves and for all their necds.

Most districts depended on themselves for all the crafts
which were vital to everyday Lifie and many of these crafts were
handed from father to son. We have meny families among us
who can be proud of the part their forebears played. For
instance there was the Thatcher Ward who was in conslant
demand for the many thatched moofs. For the wonden wheels
thound with iron) used on farm carls the Mansfield's were the
wheekwrights. The best known harness maker for the many
miles around wus old Goorge Pouch. [t was said the collars he
made for work horses never galled them. Bradys were the
ghoemakers and Grohams the joiners who mide the furmatisrse.,

IT'E really not so long age since everybody depended on

The Proctor lamily ace proud of the work their great-
grandfather did as carpenter in the bailding of Saggart Charch
and ench genervation haz followed the same trade, 1 have no
names for builders, slators or stone masons, but I'm sure
somenne can supply them, The hlacksmiths and farriers were
the Flanagans: There were ploughmen like the Doyles, and the
O Connors were among the herdsmen, who in the davas hefore
veterinary surgeons had a huge respomsibility for the health of
their herd and flocks. For several generations Haydens were
the butchers. | wonder who was there before them? Hefore the
coming of the horse drawn bakery vans from the Dublin
bakeries Fyvans were the bakers and their ancestor paid with
hia life when Britizh soldiers insisted on eating freshly baked
bread with the local ale. Michael MeLoughbin was the last of'a
long line of tailors and was alwayas known as “Tailor
MclLoughlin® and Mrs. Mary Hollowed (one of the McEntee
family] was the |ast dressmaker to serve her seven vears
apprenticeship to one of her aunts. Her work was beaotiful and
she took sz much trouble with a remnant of material for a poor

b
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Christy Breraton,
Prosperous, Ca,
Kildare, thatching
the Rathcoole Inn.
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person as she did with the rich matoerisls for her nch elients.
The late Cathy Uunne (KL told me her Grandtather Dunne
was the last local cutler. The Connollys wore stone masons and
the MceEntees were part-time masons and [armers.

There were many other tradez and if anyvone can add o the
list it would be very helpiul. Does anyone remember the
stonebroaker who moved around from one roadside heap ol
stopes to another? He took a stene in one hand, stadied it for
o seepnd Tor Maws, and ope smart blow ol his little hammer and
it was in bits! l=n it strange W compare the roadwerk of today
with the stones, tar and big steamrollers vzed well into the
L2a0s
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Timothy Mansiield and Charles Hollowed, Whoo wrighls.
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The !‘Hmiry Snatchers

companmons and occasienally, by chanee, discoversd

plants and herbs which cared their illnesses, As
civilisation progressed more and more was found out about
illneszez, and people gathersd arcund others who had studied
the human body, and so medical schoolz were lounded. As the
interest grew, students began @ examine dead bodios and the
giudy of anatomy became an abzorbing interest, Somctimes
bodies of poor people or dead criminalzs were given to the
students bot many people ohjected to this practice, conadering
it to be lacKing in respect, But still the demand grew and a
ghouliah busineas developed with corpses being anld to medical
gchools “and no questions asked”. Business was so0 good that
goon the body-anatchera as they became known, watched
gravevards which were not close to housing, and dug up freshly
hured remaing, Yarious efforts were made to stop them with
heavy weights on the graves ete, Eventually a law was passed
in 1831 outlawing the *trade” but it took many vears to die out.

FHE}M eariiest primitive times, people minded their sick

The baat known story of the Body Snatchers or Sack-em-ups
is probably the Saggart one. A watch room had been sei-up
upstairs in what is now Jacob’s Poblic House. The local men
took turns at a window overlpoking the praveyard. At that time
there were no houses between Jacobs and the graveyard. One
night, an alert watcher spotted a light, He was a good shot and
there was a shoul from the gravevard. Shouting to alert his
companions, he rushed down tewards the hight, but hoof beats
galloping down Garter Lane told them their quarry had got
away!

Later they found that a young man had been mortally
wounded, Hiz name was Collis, already a well known name in

Crublin medical cireles and be was a student at D, Sieven's

Tl
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Hospital, He was taken out of ithe earriage at Ked Cow and
dieg in the Toll Howse oppozite the Hed Cow Inn, And to the
erd of the hoapital Saggart and Ratheoole people were afvaid to
g in there!

Another story is told in “Malachy Horan Bemembers”, There
nmust have been no vigilantes at the time. A widow from
Boaherboy (where Weat Park Estate is now ) died and was buried
i Saggart, That night her only son dreamt that she was
moaning and groaning, saving “Why couldn’t they leave me in
my grave”. Verv upset and disturbed, he got dressed and went
down tothe graveyard and, sure enough, the grave was empty.
The shock was ton much for the poor man and he died shortly
afterwards.
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Ratheosle  people were mestiy boried in Colmansiown
praveyard at thal Lime. 115 ina very lonels place on the nerth
side of the Dual Carriagewsy oo the Dublin zide of
Blackehureh, A young woman in Ratheoole was preporing her
Busbond's dinner and watching G him to come home from
work. It was dark. There was a koock at the door. When zshe
wenl oot she becanie award of o horse and some sort of
pguipage or gig. She zaid "What can [ do for youT A voice [rom
the drivers side sad "My friend o the middle 55 fant and
would like a glazs of waler™, "Cortamly, zir” she zaid and went
in for g glozs of water, When zhe returmed the same voice said
“Hold up the lantern so that the lady can gee to give our Mriend
a deink”. The man on the nearside held up the light and to her
horror she saw, propped up between them, the body of o man
abie had aeon buried in Colmanstown that morning. The poor
waman fainted. When ghe came round and tried fo tell her
neighbours, the robbers were well on their way to Dublin

The story 1 like best &= about Locktown cemetory, anosther
very tsplated one botween Hazelhatch and Peamspunt. The
approach s by a narrow winding lane to Brownstown and then
right to Locktown, One night, a man was walking home Trom
wiark when he heard horses hooves behingd him, Aware of the
narrowness of the lane he got down into the ditch to let them
pasa. Dimly he made out a long carviage with three men in
front. With a fair idea of where they were going he followed
them. Hewas right. They turned down for the gravevard. Two
mien went in and started digging. The third torned the horses
and had them facing for home, One of the digeers came to the
wall and said "It's heavy, come in and help us Lt it over”
Cuick ss hghtening the watcher gotb to the horses and cut the
traces sttaching theom to the carmiage, Out came the three men
with g coffin, loaded it up and elimbed up on the front and the
drver gathered the reins and gave the horzes a whiplash.
They storied off at ones. The driver fell between the shafts and
he and the other twe started to run after the horses but of

ns
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course they were saon out of reach heading for their stahles.
The watcher alerted the neighbours and they reburied the
coffin and kept watch in the graveyard for the next four nights
a3 it waz generally thought the bodies were no use to the sack-
em-ups when they started w decay. Nobody came to claim the
carriage and it lay there in the ditch @il it feil to pieces,

I am sure you would enjoy Dr. John Fleetwood's book “The
Irish Body Snatchers”™ which describes the wider seone and
phoulizh business of the “Sack-em-ups™.
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Corkagh House

mamsions and large houses. In the period when nuny of

them disappeared betwesn 1850 and 1976, the decline of
roligious vocations meant that less of the big houses were
acught for seminarics; and the expansion of big businesses had
not yot produced the now millionaires wha hove saved and
roconditioned guite & few houses,

Lll'i.l-'.‘. Tallaght, Clondalkin has a sad hist of demalished

Corkagh House
Former hame of the Finlay Bmiy (sedy demoishad) The fanols ans mow
a8 beautifl park.

Pt Mra. W Hone

i
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Che of the most impressive near Clondalkin was Corkagh
Houwse, off the Naas Hoad between Clandalkin and Kingswosod.
In the mid-zsixtesnth century a small farmbouse was built
there, but abowt fifty vears later, it was extended in the Queen
Anme atyle by the pener William Trandell In 1716 he rented
it to a Septtish settler named Finlay and according to recent
loeal history the Finlay family eecupisd Cockagh continuously
from then vntil 1856,

Joyees history “The Neighbourbood of Pubiin® states that
the swner in 1753557 was Henry Arshin, 1t says he was very
wealthy and entertained lovishly especially mentioning the
hunting parties. There was a gunpowder mill on the estate as
early as 1733 when an explosion occurred. It is not clear if this
wes started in the Trundell perisd of ownership or by the
Finlays. A derelict building, at the Kilmatead end of the estate
was pointed out to me years ago as the site of the original mill.
The later extensive series of powder mills on Moyle Park Estate
ard the Clondalkin end of Corkagh were jointly owned by Mr.
Henry Arabin and Mr, William Caldbeck of Movle Park, where
the enormous exploston of 17587 securmed

Corkagh House comtained many line rooms and needed a
veery large ndoor and outdesr staff to keep it i order, | met an
eldery lady whe worked there for two years as a voung girl and
she described the routine and discipline of the stall as very
gevere, In later years when Clendalkin became more
industnalised, it was imposzible to get stall and in o way one
rould say the end was inevitahle,

Mra, Colley was the last of the Finlay family apd she was
followed by her son Mr George Colley, who was a great
authority on motorear history and veteran vintage cars. After
hiz death, his widew sold the property to Sir John Galvin and
he demolizshed the house. Fora time he let the gardens out to

o
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a market pardencr and kept o lamge number of enttle on the
grounds where many fine trees weore cut down. Lator Dublin
County Couneil bought the estate und ereatod nvery fine park
and recreation mres, which is well worth o vizit,
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and there are a number of extremely interesting places

not too far away, For instance, | euggest that you drive up
the MY dual carriageway towards Naas, Just alter you pass
Blackehareh Inn - aboutl ciwe hundred vards further - take the
right-hand turn for Castlewarden, The mad goes almost
straight fm nearly two miles when you will reach a erossroails,
Turn right and climb te a sharp right-hand turn at the top.
Just beyond that you will see a bane to the left. You may ledve
vour car in the lane and go on foot. About two hundred vards
up the lane is the gate into Cughterard Graveyard.

S‘DME of you may go for drives on Saturdays or Sundays

Here there 15 a mound tower, There iz adso Lhe ruin of an
ancient church said to have been buoilt about 1600, Within the
chureh is the gravestone of the first Arthur Guinness and loeal
people will tell vou it was at Ardelough just the sther side of the
hill that the Guinmess or MeGuinness family lived and kept a
small pubdic hoase,

There are other interesting graves and the vault of the Walfe
Family of Fournowghts, the family for whom Wolfe Tone'z
mather worked amd who paid for his education at Trimity
College. A railed and hedged plot contaans the graves of the
Rennedy family.  Edward Rennedy, brother of Sir Johin
Kennedy of Johnstown Kennedy (ust & mile behind
Blackchurch} owned an estate called Baronrath near the Grand
Canal and alzg acted a3 agent for Lord Clonmel wha lived at,
Bizhopseourt and owned the ground adjsining the graveyard.
Lord Clonmel sold Bishopaoourt to Edward Kennedy just after
the First World War and Edward himself was famous as the
breedor of the famous racehorse “The Tetrarch”.

e |



E0LTH COUNTY SCRAP B

There are other intereating old stones as well, and if you
elimb the stile beside the Kennedy plot, vou can see the
remaing of an old castle on vour left, On the field in front of
vou, Daniel O'Connell fought hizs doel with 1VEsterre.
OConnell had staved 2t Bishopacourt the previeus night with
his friend Lovd Clonmel. From the stile and the bank bevond it
there is a mapnificent view. In the forepround are the ponds of
Clenoughlis, the old disused church of Ardeloupgh and a long
streteh of the Grand Canal. [f vou look beyond that vou will zes
the spire of Maynooth Church and Connolly's Folly,

The River Liffey wanders around and flows throweh the
rapidly growing town of Celbridge with Castletown House. On
vour right i the Hill of Lyons or Laighean where the early
Kingz of Leinster were erowned. When vou return to your car
yvou ean eontinue for & guarter of a male on the same rosd snd
turn left for Ardelough and Celbnidge. or keep on straighl fora
mile and turn left down to Meweastle, Incidontally you will see
& high estate wall on your left, When sut stag hunting during
her visit to Ireland, the Empress of Avetrin ("Sizsy” of the film)
jumpsed her horse across that wall te reseue o stag which was
being warried by the hounds.

|
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Malachy Horan Died at Killinarden
14th July 1946

E waz born in 1847 just
after the Famine on the
“Wight of the Big Wind”

g his life spanned almost one
hundred wears of tremendous
changes in Ireland and all over
the world, Juzt seven years
before hiz birth, penny postage
hegan and not long befare that,
railways had started in L1825
and by the time he was 40 the
motar car had besn invented.
Telegraphs amd electrieity had
been  invented too, and a
completely new world was
emergmp. And vet he lived for nearly a eentury in ong house on
Killinarden Hill. His people were farmers working with tools
which are mugeum pieces today

Like many of the people of his time, his parents looked down
on the Wational Schools, begun all over the country in the
18330's and he went to a lecal "Hedge School™. By then that
term meant an unofficial private school for which the pupils’
parents paid one penny or two per week and each child browght
some turf or sticks for the fire as well. Some of the teachers
were very good indeed and Malachy had nothing but praise for
Mr. Byrne at Jobstown.

Killinarden was then in Saggart Parish and Malachy is
buaried in SBaggart Graveyard, but for all practical purposes,

b
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Tallaght was nearer and especially after the Blessington Steam
Tram wagz inaugurated, the inchnation of all the people near
the Bleszingion Road was to go to Tallaght and even to get their
groceries in Floods of Terenure or from Thomas Sireet or
Meath Street.

Malachy was a greal storyteller, and Dr. George Little of the
Ohbd Drublin Society visited him many tmes makimg notes of hiz
memories,  In 1843 Dr, Little published the book of these
memaries “Malachy Horan Eemiembers™, From the beginning it
was a "best seller”™ and it has been reprinted three times. |
think it is more than time for another edition — this time
perhaps on better paper than the wartime variety of the earlior
editions,
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Newcastle Lyons

well worth a visit. [t was a very important place in

maedieval bimes and stall retamns 8 number of histone
buildings. It was an early Norman settlement and the mote,
the dofensive struocture thev erectod before they balt moere
permanent buildings, hag been dizcovered behind FBrian
MeEvoys picturesque thotched public house. In the village too
are the remaing of two tower houses (al least four olhers are
known o have existed) and thore iz one on the Tyoms estate
west of the village as well. The Hill of Tyons, or Laighean,
dominates the village and it was there the early Eings of
Lstnstor wore erowmned.

N'EWCASTLE. juzt a mile and a half from Hatheoole 15

Th-u 1.'i.E|:-|.E|.' had s own market nl‘lu:‘l WA Fules] h_'|." it} rn}'nt
offiem] at Brst and then h;d the eaders af the Toeal CorTimiu ki
The fnest buldiag ig the old parnsh chureh new the Chureh of
Irelond. The towae, which contained the residence of the priest
had four storeys like the one in Tallaght, and like Tallaght, the
ground Mooy now forms the eptranes to the chureh as it is vaed
today. [t is ondy part of the ceyginal chuarely, which s believed
to have been bailt in the fifteenth century. The cast window is
a speciacular feature, probably unrivalled in Ircland. In the
adjoining graveyard there are very early Christian stones and
outaide the gate is a grove of ancient trees. Tradition has it
that Ikan Bwift, in whose Deanery Newcastle was, stopped
there regularly on his way to visit Vanessa in Celbridge Abboy,

Cloge by is the Glebe House, once the Reclory built in 1720
This is a protected building and it is opened 1o the public once

A
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a vear.  There are two other Nline houses in the village,
Mewenatle Howse and Neweasitbe Lodge. The Catholic Church
at the Trabdin end of the village svas amaong the earliest Catholic
Clharehuzs built afler the Reformation, being built abowt 1813,
bargely Tanced by the Bagot Famaly of Castlebagol mear
Baldonnel and there are memoriala e them in the church, The
small twe slorey house al the Chorch gate was the village
achool wnii] 1928,
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- L
Tower House, altached to ihe Church of Iretand, Newcastls.
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The Eucharistic Congress ﬂf 1932

in June 19327 1 was ten at the time, at Naas Convent

Primary School and i April, along with abool bao
hundred other girls and bovs, | had been confirmed, In those
days we wore white dresses and veils and we wore Lhem again
fior the Congross.

H'D'l.'n' many people remember the Euchanstic Congress

Special trains were coming from all over the country for the
Children’s Day on the Saturday, but to get from Blackchurch,
where we lived te the Ratlway Station in Naas Lo travel with
our gwn srhoal was out of the guestion, My aunt asked Mrs,
Lenmon, head of the Girls School in Rathooole, if we could go
with her pupils and she kindly agreed. 5o an the Salorday
morning my younger brother and mysall m my long white dress
and veil joined the others ot the old Rathesole School to awai
the private Cor pirated bus M. Lennon had booked,  After a
long anxious wait it arcived and we packed in, wild with
exeitement

Down the Nags Road we went 1o Inchicore, At The Black
Laon Tnm pub, we were directed to the nght-hand read, —
Emmel Eoad, and then on by Kilmainham, Mowni Brown,
Jampes' Street, Thomaz Sireet, High Street, Cork Hill and left to
Capel Street Bridge. We knew we were supposed to go to the
Phoenix Park by the Ashtown Gate. 1 knew the roads zouth of
the Liffey hut the North Side was strange country to me,

Every house in the country was decorated {or the big event,
Hatheoole had flags and buntings everywhere, but we didn't
know what decorations were till we saw the Dublin streets
especially the back streets. Every corner showed & mew and

s
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Eucharistic Congress of 1932



EOUTH COUNTY SCEAP Byl

wonderful vista, The colours were brilliant. The buntings were
fromm side to side of the streets at every level from the tall roofs
down. Flags were evervwhere and right down the middle of
each street hung banners, special embroideries of
reproductions of holy pictures and of the Papsl Flag, every
window was outlined with bunting and dressed with [lowers,
with statues or with big holy pictures for centre picces, It was
past beliel, [ will never forget it

It seemed that many of the Gardai on duty had been dradted
in from country districts and bad little koowledge of the city, so
wee were dimected everywhere but the right way;, and the poor
bus driver was petling frantic because he had to go back for
another lead. But in the end we gol into the park and he set us
down on the main road w walk acrogs to the Fifteen Acres
where the Bucharistic Altar had been érected, The sections
wiere well marked and Mrs, Lennon had done ber homework so
wie were soon in the fght places in a throng of girle in white
and bovs in their best suits. Stewards and Scouts were on duty
everywhere and the loud speakers were aliernately playing
b tunes and traffic instructions,

Mra. Lennon'z girls were well taught and az she identificd a
fresh hymn tune she would zay “turn to page 18 girls” or
similar, The minute that one ended and a new one started, she
switchid them to that, Then the Mazs started. High Mazs with
beautiful singing and music and a short lecture from His
Eminence Cardinal Lauri, the Papal Legate, then Benediction
and Cardinal Laori was driven up and down through the ranks
of children in an open car.

My memory of the Cardinal was of a hand raised in biessing
and a wide brimmed hat. | was much more interested by the
two Fapel Knights who accompanied him in their medioyval
dress and ruffs. They looked much more important. Then it
was all over and we streamed down the main rosd to the big
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park entrance and eventually to our bus and home again
through thoze wonderful streets, 30 many of which have been
knocked down now.  If we had ancther Congress it would be
completely different, wider streeta perhaps but little of the
colour and involvement with which the poor people of the
Umblin tensments did honour to (od,

I woander how many of that bus load of girls are a5l around

and how their memories agree or disagree with mine; and what
the highlight of their day was?

o
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Mount St. Joseph Monastery,
ClondalKin

OR one hundred and twenty Ove vears the Monastery
qus the centre of life in Clondalkin, Established in 1513,

a large tract of land on the east side of Clondalkin wag
made over o the Brothers of the Third Order of Owur Lady of
Mount Carmel for the purpsse of Tunding and supporiing a
religious commuity and schools,

It is said Doaniel OConnell took o great interest as he did in
stoomany religious projects of that period and Clondalkin people
pre proud b say the Monastery bells were the first o Ang te
celebrote the Act of Emancipation. A schesl for poor boys had
begun in 1813 and zoon had over twe hundred pupils,. The
Brothers were great farmers. They killed their own beefl cattle
and harvested and milled their own wheat and oatz. The boys
were well fed and clothed and provided with books, The monks
alzo ran a cosch works, 8 bakery and lime kilng, all of their
operations giving emplovment. They alse ran a rest home for
old gentlemen,

We all think of the Famine gz the one big cause of death and
disaster in the 18th century but there were others. In 1532
cholera took a terrible toll on people and the goud monks tended
the zick and bured the dead. A vault was built by the wall of
the graveyard and remains wore puarded there by the Brothers
for some: doys before burial in order Lo defeat the eflforts of the
iBody Bpatchersi. Thig service was not confined to the parizh
of Clondalkin, Mouwrners brought their beloved dead rom all
arpund Inchicore, Tallaght, Lucan, Newcaztle and Rathooole,
My great grandmether Prances Sheil was buried there in 1854,

M5



ROIFTH COUNTY SCHAP BOE

Education was still the main interest of the community and
in 1534 they had enlarged their bmldings and started a
boarding school. Af the same time, day pupils came fron far
and wide in pony traps, some came on ponies and there were
even donkey carts: A field was provided and rows of
conveyances fned the driveway with much jeckeying for rood
positions for a quick getaway and of course races took place!
The monks tried to stop that and let them away spaced at three
minute mtervals. That certaanly didn't work for the Rathcoole
contingent whe wmled lor each other ot the top of the Boot
Hoad and the races started from there!

Many eminent men of the time owed their education to the
Monastery. With the advent of the National School System the
primary and eecondary departments became separated. In the
1930% the number of boarders had decreazed and was gpreatly
oxceeded by the doy pupils. The average age of the Brothora
was high and there wore some living semi-retired lives. One of
the younger men was widely expected to be the next Prior but
unwisely, he said something about making great changes.

The community was of an unusual independent nature and
Ard Order really meant laymen living and working in
cotnmunity, They came together and voled to dissolve the
foundation and in 1938, the secondary and boarding school
closed. The primary continued on the premises for many years.
Home of the Brothers joined the Hosminian Order amd some
left. An auction was held and people were very upset when
they found even the contents of the chapel were included. The
late Father Wright of Terenure College bought the entire
chapel contents snd then distributed them to any church
needing them.

The America organ went to Kill, 1 den't know what
happened to the other things but new chuarches were being built
ground Dublin,  The buildings were requisitioned by the
Covernment for the period of the Second World War and then,
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that Order zold them o the Little Sisters of the Assumption in
1945 and the Order remained thore until 1980, After that the
buildings were pzed by the Esstern Health Board but & fire in
1986 destroved much of them and by 1983 the buildings weore
demolizhed and & bousing estate 3 there mow.  The graveyard,
Ehoagh muoch vindnbsed, = sl thore oot n o very sad state of
ey

8
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Willie Harvey

ILLIE Harvey waz born in 1892 at Colemanstown

near Blackehurch, Second son in a farosung lamily, he

learned to ride early in life and to do all the varying
jobs on the farm, He was fascinated by the army horses he saw
passing on their way between Dublin and the Curragh and he
ran awayv several times to join up but sach timee hiz facher
brought him back. Finally he was allowed to join a veomanry
regiment which meant he could live at home and train several
davs a week, In August 1914 he was called up and landed in
France ason after the First World War had started  He
survived through many battles, He said afterwards it was
berause he would not secept a Commission.

Wil Harnsay Ading o ashany ad the soma wed jump & dhe RDS Horss Show
byt TEAS, e horse o 51 Fadnon s Day” balongnnp bo Mss Adewge of Belgard
Caslia,

&
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One of the strange things about that war was the life behind
the “lines”. There were horses sverywhere, no tractors then,
and the officers organized gymkhanas with difforent regiments
competing. Willie was a aplendid rider. Besides that he was a
good judge of horses, and he would guietly train one of the
Cavalry horses and on the day beat all the voung officers, who
even went round the French farms buving horses. It got in the
end to the officers sayving "What has Harvey got this time™

When he came hame he kept the same interests and rode in
Jumping competitions and gymkhanasz all over the conntry. He
won many prizes at the Horse Show,  When the Hillside
Harriers was formed in 1926 he became “huntsman” in charge
of the hounds and he continued this until he had a very bad fall
at & Point te Point races at Callery Bog behind Brayv in 1238
when he almnost lost his life. He mever rode again and his
younger brother dack took aver as huntsman.

Willie never married, be lived alone ina howse he built
himself, did all his pwin cosking and made his vwn wines, He
was @ brilliant shot and supported himself shooting game for
the Dublin poultry and game shops in Grafton Street and
Mopore Street, riding in on his racing bicycle (built by himself),
He invented stirrups that would not trap falling riders. During
the Secomnd Waorld War he made his own shotpun cantridges,
including the gunpowder, and made the shot by aprinkling
malten lead into sump eil,

He continued to live his independent uzeful life until he was
ninety five, still ¢yeling w Dublin whenever he liked but
arthritis had set in and in the last year of his wonderful lite he
was very crippled. He died in 1990 aped ninety eight.
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Kilininney Tower

[ :fl..]']"ﬂ MNINEY T-.n-.-'.-r, ricar Allenton, s the chureh of the

l'i-l.ll:gf'hl-:'r:' af the Chisftorn Maclpor nooinomdstie

-;:I||r|'|'.|:.|‘.|1 as old o :-'i.'ri:nl: Maelruan's Chuareh in
Tnllﬂghl. 1 Louk this II|"|-I1I-L:1':I-'|'.||1 g .‘-1.1..-.' 18840, Just four VEOTE
later 10 Apeil 1084, the towes fell during b storm. The Cowunty
el ]Jr\tlﬂﬂiﬂl.'l:' tiv meve Lhe stones dnd rebald iL kit Lhe
d-:-wr]-::-pm'.-i clearad the atopes MWLy angd theie are ownsea haidy
theie now,

il

Kilininney Tower, May 15954,
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Rathcoole House

af Ratheonle Village, Situated asz it i85 on the natural
roadway from the South to Duhling everyone who eould
he listed in lrish legend and history passed throwgh Ratheoole,

T'l:l wirite the story of Ratheoole Houae iz to weile the story

Finn MacCoal, Brian BHora, Henry 11, Stronghow, the
Fitzgeralds and the Butlers, Cromwell, Dean Swift, King
William, Lord FEdward Pidegerald, Wolle Tone, [Daniel
D'Connell, Parnell — their routes all led threugh Katheoole and
many of them staved at the large Munster King Inn which
dominated the south side of the village. The village was
incorporated in the reign of King John and was ruled by a
portreeve and the Manor of Katheosobe s menticned as early az
1271, The Scurlock famity were the chief famaly from 1470 on
anid it was probably during their ownership the original manor
house was built, and i 1750 the Georgian house was bl
aitached to the older one, the owners at that time beng the
Chnch family who had extenzive properiy ot Hazelhatch and
business inleresis in the City of Dublin,

The entire house at that ome waz a very busy indusirions
init. It eontained all the usual daives and still rooms and
there waz a milling room, the mill heing operated through a
svatem which involved a blindfaldes] pony or donkey being led
arocund a turntable outside the house wall at the west end. 1do
ot know if this is still in exisience umder the rubble, 1€ was
shown to me about LR44.

The Clineh familv's peried of oceupation ended in the early
1508 after the tragic execution of John Chinch, aged 185 in
1785, The parish prest of Katheoole at that time was Father
Jamea Harold. He was & member of the well known Harnld
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tamily of Templeogue, Harold's Cross, Harold's Grange ete. He
had been educated and ordamed in Belgpiom and was o very
popular outspoken person.

When the 1793 rebellion occwrred, it had very Little impact
on. the people of Rathesole with one noted exception, Felix
Rourke, who was known to be [endly with Fr. Harold, The
loenl Yeomanry, erged on by the military in Doblin moved about
searching houses and persecuting the people. In the opanion of
Fr. Harold, who knew his parishioners, this was completely
unnecezzary. Becagse of his continental eduecation st the time
of the French Hevelution, the authorities suspected Fr. Harcld
of aympathizing with the Bebel cavse, and when be preached a
sermon condemning the Yeomanry for “harassing hiz peaceful
people” he was in trouble. He was warmed that be seas 1o be
arredied, and he went into hading. For zome monthz, he waz
hidden in different houzes, Clinch’s at Hazelhateh, Neweastle
Houwze and Newcaztle H:t'rl.-l‘_l, .'I|r||||||-1"!i1|':|'||.
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Moat of hiz hoets were Protestanta. A Catholic named Walzh
wag an informer and each time his hiding place was revealed,
he was hurriedly moved to another house. Eventeally, he was
moved to Hatheoole Housze where there was a Priest’s Hole or
secret hiding place, His house and church hed been burned
down but ho dared to come out on Bundsy to zov Maess in a
thatchod cotinge on the opposite side of the read (where Maplo
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Grove houses now stand)l He was barely back in hiding when
the Yeomanry arrived. The ocoupants of Rethesole House at
the time were Patrick Clinch frail and elderly, hiz wile and
daughters, and his youngest son John, The Yeomanry started
to bully the girls. Fr, Harold came out and gave himsell up.
The Yeomanry started to arrest Patrick Clinch for harbouring
the priest, but voung Jobn said *no, don't arrest him. 1 was my
foualt”. They took him away and three days later with the
merest excuse for a military trial he was condemned to death
and immediafely hanged in the corrider owiside the room
where Lord BEdward Pitzgerald lay dying. The Duke of
Leinster’s profest al this action is on record. Father Harold
was put on board a ship in Dublin Bay, His family used all
their influence to get him released and the Lord Chiel Justice,
Viscount Kilwarden granted a Habeos Corpus, but the captain
of the ship refused (o acoept it saving that he was nod subpect o
the jurisdiction of the Dublin Cowris,

Fr. Harold was shipped oul to Australia as a convict and
Patrick Clinch died shortly afterwards., His other sops wanted
nathing to do with Ratheoole. His wile and davghters moved to
their Dublin house and the land was s¢t t0 Patrick Sheil of
Coolmine, whoe in 1831 bought the entire property, His family
resided there unti] 1962, The whole house, Elisabethan and
Georgian continued to be used until the very early part of the
20ih century, After that the older part was allowed to Gall into
rubng and in 1933 6t was demolished. During the demolition,
the priest’s hole was located and in it was found Fr. Harolds
Penal Cross. His amaller pewter ¢halice had been found in the
rafters af the asttage where hie sald his laat Mass belfore e was
caplured. After twelve yvears in the Penal Colony of Botany Bay
he was peleased and three years later returmed to Dreland,
After some time he was appoineed curate in Clontarf and he
wias responsible for building the fivst chureh at Fairview. Then
e bevame parish priest of Kileullen and died in 1830 aged 83
He is buried in Goldenbridge.
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Apart from the 1916-22 peried, Bathcoole wag very peaceful
from then on and Ratheoole House too enjoyed peace and
presperity. Up te the Second World War, the first Sunday of
every month was “At Home” day there and especially during
the summer months there could be up to sixty or seventy people
entertained.  Ouldoors there was tennis, croguet. archery,
putting the shot eic and indeors cards and bagatelle. Badly the
war and rationing ended all that end the family were getling
older.

There is however one obher item to record. [n 1948 Reginald
Sheil was doing some work on the Dublin side of the house in
the yard when the ground gave way, He and hiz two workmen
Paddy Pouch and Johony Timmons pulled away stopes and
carth and found they were locking down o sel of steps, They
found the steps descended aboul fwelve steps and then the
ground continued on a downhill slope,  They were afroid Lo
venture far but sent for Liam Us Broin & local historian, He
came with & ball of 2tring and some candles and a compass, He
wenl down the steps and disappeared. He was away for over
hall an hour and they were worrled aboat him but eventoally
he came back as his string had given ouf, He sald the passage
continued downward for a bit, then levelled oul for a further
spell and then upwards again. His compass led him te believe
the entrance was at Coolmine. Anad aboot three years pgo the
entrance was in [act relocated a8t Coolmine. Baeth ends are now
filled in.

Ratheoole House is now derelict, [Lis the subject of a dispute
betwean the County Council and the developer of the
surrcunding Beechwuod Lawns estate. It has been
systematically vandalized with a view to its demolition but the
structure is bazically strong and it will cost either side a lot of
maoney to demolish it

L1
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Old Houses

rj[‘HE Tallaght Historical Society had itz usual lecture on
the second Toesday of the menth — Movember Sth — and
il was an excecdingly inberesting one grven by Goerry
MeCarthy of the Maas Historical Socety. His subject was the
old houses of Ireland and padiculerly of Kildare, He had
almast one hundred splendid ghides, Hoe started by showing
some of the earbiest tower houses, then the lorger less fortified
Elizabethans, the beautiful Paladian and Georgian houses of
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries and then the massive
Victorian mansions.  Then he concentrated on the various
howzes of County Kildare, some of them like Caztlelvwn and
Carton  atill beautifully kept but s many falling into
dilapidation. In too many cases he showed old piclures of
beautiful buildings, and then an up to date picture of ruins of
the same building,

Kilnamanagh Castle

ar
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[n the basement of Castletown Houss thers used to be an
gxhihition of photographs of houses that had disappeared. We
have more than oor share of those in County Duhlin, All
around Clondalkin and Tallaght there were fine buildings.
Corkagh and Cheeverstown are gone from the Maas Hoad,
Milltown and Haniskey, Mangor and Deansrath, Clondalkin
Monastery and Collinstown, Ballyowen and Millbown and of
course Newlands,

There were also Clenburris and Castlebagt and soe many
others. Um the Tallaght side there were Ballymount House,
Springlield, Railtipper, Hallinascorney, Johnstrem Kennedy,
Hatheonole House, Old Bawn Hougse, (id Court, Tallaght
Hectory, Allenton, Willingten and Delatord. The list is a great
deal longer than that., The latest victim is, of course, (Md Bawn
Farm, which had become known as Old Bawn House after the
developers knocked down the old mansion, Nobody seems to
rare, least of all the County Councl who are supposed to
protect the assets of the county,

Where will it end?

Whitakh#ll, Fe ane lims hame ol ha paet Katharine Tynan, now canad by
the irish Rugby Foothall Union is in danger.
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Old Bawn House

HERE seems to be no roeord of any bulding of

importance at CHd Bawn untal 1630 when Charles 1st

granted the landg 1o the Protestant Archbishop of Dublin,
Lancelot Bulkeley and in 1635 he bl o magnificent mansion
there for himeell, his wife and son and other relations, In 1641
it weas hurat down but he ot a geant of L3000 and rebuilt even
mnore elaborately than before, and it remained the lavgest house
in Tallaght for all s Lifetime

The grounds were spacims and well Lawd out, Thi: enteance
was just hevond where Ahern's Public House now stands and
the gatehouse there was a gem in itself, and was oreupied up to
1973 when it was demaolished az the area waz developed for
housing, The drve, berderad by an avenue of trees led straight
to an inper gate leading into the pleasure grounds which were




SOUTH COUNTY SCRAP BODK

beautifully Jaid out with ornamental trees and shrobs and to
each side were orchords and plantationz of trees, The house
which must have been about one hundred vords to the north of
St Martin®s Chureh, Avlesbury, was in the shape of an H with
the back filled in. An ornate doorway Lled into the splendid hall
with its fine freplace. There were two large rooms= on each side
and the domestic quarters were behind, The freplace in the
dining room to the right of the deor was carvesd wood showing
in fipsest details the building of the walls of Jerusalem with all
the craftsmen and their tools, The fireplace can be seen in the
National Museum,

The building was three storeys high and muszt have boused
a large number of people between family and stafl. One can
imagine butlers, footmen, maids of all descriptions, cooks,
aeullions, brewers and dairy maids, chandlers, laundry maids
and so many others. Archbishoep Bulkeley is said to have
entertained n a magnificent scale and that meant not only the
vigitors thiemaelves but their coachmen, cutriders and foctimen,
personal valets and maids. Their horses had to be looked after
too so there were grooms, blacksmiths and vard bovs in the
stable vard on the north side of the house. Behind it was the
dairy vard and the barn for storing grain ete. Hay stacks were
made in the open and thawhed., Ioo fact there was guike a
village of workers dependent on the estate. A herd of reindeer
was imported at one time buf the weather was too mild for
them and they died out. The Archbizhop’s son Sir Hichard died
in 1710 and the estate pessed to his dooghter Lady Tynt and
ghe Let i to o 2uccession of enents, Eventually, around 1530 it
wis bought by the Mellonnell family whe established a paper
mill behind the howse, the water supply being taken from the
Dodder by a millrace bevond Kiltipper,  The mill race then
Mowed on Lo join the Bolbrook stream and eventually rejoined
Lhe Dodder but it powered several other mills en the way down
inchuding Haarlem Millz (where Seskin View 2 now) and
Bolbrook Packeging and Cardboard Mills,

LI



SOFTH COUTY SCiag B

Mr. Handeock in hizs History of Tallaght deseribes viziting
Oid Bawn Houze about 1874, He mentions the ine proporiions
of the house and the beautiful sntigue [uroiture. The
MeDonnell family continued the Paper Mills there for many
veprs and won several international awards for the guality of
the paper. Eventually, however, their whole operation moved to
Join their other mille at Saggart, and Old Bawn Millz became a
ruin. | do ol know who, il anvene occupied the hovse affer
that,

I
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The Remarkable William Russell

LTHOUGH until  tw onty

yvears ago it was a scatberod

ural community, Tallaght
bad prodoced many outstanding
persomalities. Probably the most
famous woman of Tallaght was
Katherine Twnan, poetesa and
novelist, but the most famous man
wag unguestionably William
Howard Hussell who was born ait
Jdobstoen in March 1820, The howeo
where he was bornm waa “Lilywale”
behind where the Whitestown
Industrial Estote now sionds, It
belonged to his mother's father,
Captain Jack Kelly who was master
of the Tallsght Fox Hounds, The
Kelly's were Cathalics bui William's
father was a Prolestanl and after
the cusbarm of the time Willearm and i beothers were |::-rr.||.1;.:]'|.l
U as Protestants and therr sisbers as Calbiodics, Pt'rh.:l.l:l!ﬂ Lthis
i whal gave him his wonderful capacity of seeing both sides of
hia slories.

Neither side of the family appears to have been very well off,
and when his father’s business failed, William was leéft with his
grandfather Kelly while the rest of the family moved to
Liverpool. He loved “Lilyvale™ and the surroundings of fields of
horses and a yard full of foxbounds. Throughout his life he
looked back on Jobstown as home and he retarned there
whenever he could but nol to “Lilyvale”.

I
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Crrandlather Belly went bankrupt and everything waz sold
and Willizam was 2ent io live with hiz grandfather Reszell in
Baggot Street, For a time he attended Dr, Wall’s School in
Hume Street and later that of Dy, Geoghegan and alter thai he
entered Trinity College but he left there without a degree when
he got the opportunity of reporting on electiona for the Timea of
London, This was his veeation! His reports were highly
prai=ed and soon he was reporting in the House of Commans,
In 1844 he was sent back to Ireland to report on Daniel
OTonnell's campaign and alter that the harrowing Famine
vears. His reports on the Famine aroused feeling in Britain
ani secured some aid for starving people. He also covered the
Young [relander period and John Mitchell's Trial. He was
called to the Bar but shortly afterwards, the Times zent him to
report on the Schleswig-Holatein [Mspute. Later he was to
write an sccount of the funeral of Duke of Wellington m 1852,

In Pebruary 1854 ke was sent to report on the Crimean War
and his reports from there of the terrible conditions of the
troops caused Mother Clare Moore of the Insh Sisters of
Charity, 2. Vineent's Hospital, Dublin and some of her nurses
tall nuns tos) to go to thewr aid. Florence Mightingale also
travelled there and when she saw the work of the Irnsh nuraes,
she wanted to bram with them in Dublin as there wos no proper
training for nurses n England at the time. Mother Clare had
to explain to her that her Order eould only train nuns and s
Florence Mightingale set up the first training school in London
herself

Butl cansing that netion was not all Bussell did. His fearless
eriticism in his reports from the battlefields of how the ordinary
Lroops  were 1:qL:_L|:|pLI|:| and treated caused concern and
consternation i Brtam. ond eventually brought dovwn the
Government,  After the Crimean War he waz seat to India
where he made some marmbhon journevs in search of the trath.
His reports were again controversial oz he highlighted  the
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tyrannical behaviour of some of the sfficials and prophesised
that unless this was corrected, Britain would lose India and one
hundred vears later they did. After India, Bussell went to
America to report on the American Civil War and his reports of
the first Battle of Bull Hun incensed the Northern forces and he
had to leave America, He also spent some time in South Africa.

Thus was made his reputation as the “first great ‘War
Correspondent”, respected and liked by Royally and
eommoners all over the world. On May 10th 1895 he was
kmighted for his serviees.  His other decorations included
Knight of the Iran Cross |Germanyl, Chevalier of the Legion of
Honeur (Francey and Chevelier of the Order of Franz Josef of
Austria, also the Turkizh War Medal and India War Medal and
Bouth Afrwean War Medal and many more. He was appointed
Honorary Secretary of the then Prince of Wales {later Edward
Tth.

Ho died on 11th February 1907 at the age of exghty soven.
Two vears later he was commemorated by the crection of a bust
in St. Paul's Cathedral. Tallaght should have a memorial 1o
buim Lood
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Blessington Got Its Name In A
Strange Way

was John Comyn. He gave a grant of land to one of his

nephews and with the mixture of Morman sobtlers and
Irizh. the town became known as Baile Comyn or Badlecomine.
As ‘Comaoine’ in Irish means blessing the name was angheised
ai Blessingtown or Blessington. The town, a5 we know i, with
its wide main street was built by Archbishop Michael Bayle in
1667 and it became a borough in 1669 under King Charles the
Second.

THE. Archhishop of Dublin at the end of the 12th century

Archbizhop Bovles mansion was on the Glen Dhng Road
where the bungalew eetate was buill zome years ago, bul it was
destroved by fire about 1760, The Bovle family died owt and the
town became the property of the Marquis of Downshire.

Blesgington developed oz an importnt market town serving
¢ large area from the mountaing to the plaing of Kildare,
Cowrte were held in the impressive Court House and the atage
eoaches and private coaches heading for Carlow and Wexford
pagsed through, There were a number of important redidences
nearby, chief among them being Russborough, the seat of Lord
Milton, alse Talfarriz, Baltvbovs House and the Manor of
Kilhride.

The famine vears had a terrible effect on the surrounding
eountryside snd 8 poorhouse was built. The beat deseription of
that period i3 m the ‘Diary of Elizabeth Saith’ of Baltvbays
House. She tells of smeers efforts to help the destitute but also
tells of all the assisted passages to America and the better
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distribution of land (as she saw itr-and better life atyle of thoase
who were Jleft, Mrz Smith alze mentioned the building of the
Embankment Road, which made it poszible, with a good pair of
horsez, to drive to Dublin in the morning, shop and return the
same evening!

The next big development was the Bleszington Steamtrani,
and that really made a dramatic change in the lives of middle
claza and poor people. Beaides that, the caitle trucks fook the
animals from the monthly fairs right inte Dublin, Although the
steamtram route ended st Terenure crossroads, they had the
conceasion of continuing on the Dublin United Tramway linea
acroas the city during the night hours, right down to the docks.

By the time the steamtram was discontineed at the end of
1932, motor transport bad taken over and Blessington waa
open for development thus the town has greown considerably.
The floeding of the Liffey Valley brought many tourists to the
area and boating, fishing and rowing, and many other
activities attract the crowds.

St Mary's Church of Ireland with its dominating position in
the town was built in 1682, has six magnificent bells and the
church clock 15 claimed to be the oldest public timepiece in
Ireland

In 19897 I was in Scotland and visited Fort Willinm, On o
tourisl brochure it stated that the town had been re-named
after the Duke of Cumberland after Culloden but that the
original pame was Killeommin after an Irish Sami Commin,
one of the monks whe came to Tona with Colmeille. Conld that
bex the origin of Baile Comanin?
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St. Maelruan “Bright Son of Ireland’

ALLAGHT got its name from the dreadful plague which

wiped out mine thousand Partelonians, three thousand

vears before the birth of Christ, but it owes itz later Tame
to 2t. Maelruan, He founded his monastery there in 769 AL,
omn land granted to him by the King of Leinster, Ceallach, son of
Donnacha, Ceallach 15 said to have been bumed i the church
in Tallaght in 771, In the sixth cenbury other monasteries had
been founded 1n the area, Kilnomenagh by St Bevin of
Glendalough and Kilndsantan by 56, Santain,

From the begmning, 5t Maelrdan set oul to tighten the
rubes of the religicus life, In spite of opposition by & number of
other chureh leaders, the “Rule” which he compesed became
known and respected as far away oz Lindisfarne and zome of
the continental monastersea, The “Rule” detailad the feast days
ani fast days of the vear and the code of conduct to be observed
by the monks, He decreed the diet of the community to be —
bread, thick milk, honey, butter, kale, fish beastings, cheese,
apples and gruels. Wednesdavs and Fridavs were fazt dayva
when all the monks got was a mouthful of bread and a pannikin
of whev water, A zick monk was allowed twicsthat Noalewas
allowed in Tallaght although it was allowed in some other
monaateries, One rule gaid: "I net eat until vou are hungry:
Do mot slesp until vou are 2lsepy; Do not speak withowt cause”,

Penances were very gtrict, of ale 3t Maelruan said, “as long
a#s my rules are chserved in this place, the liguor that causes
forgetfulness of God will not be drunk here”, Listening to music
was also forbidden. 5t. Maelruan encouraged freqguent
confession and the penances wore severe. Wealth was not to be
accepted by the monks except to pass it on to the poor. He was
jotned in Tallaght by St Aenpus, already known for his sanctity

Invw
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and the severity of the penances he performed. In this perod
which could be called "The Glory of Tallaghl”™, they cemposed
some very impartant ecclesiastical records which have survived
tn thiz day — the Martyrolegy of Tallaght, the Festilogiom of
St Acngus, the Feilire of Aengos and the Stowe Missal
deacribied as " small book that & priest eould eazily carey which
contained everything necessary to enable him to perform his
gpcred functions”, It has also been atated that the first
recorded mention of the Immaculate Copeeption of Our Lady
was in a Tallaght writing of this time. St. Maeclruan died on Tth
July 782, In July 1992, that will be twelve hundred vears, 1t
i5 1o be hoped that suitable celebrations to mark auch a great
necasion will be arranged by relipiouz and civie leadera.

At the Lamb — the stop for Manor Kilbride and Kilbride Camp. The last
resmaining "E'I'.Iﬂtﬂp— N was knockes down aboul theaa ears ago.
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The fﬂféﬁinﬂtnn Tram

town from Dublin, waz a very important trading town in

ithe minsteenth century,  Farmers and cattle dealers
gathered for its famows monthly fair and business was brisk.
Travelling salesmen set up their atalls, and country people from
the mountains, from Carlow north to Baltinglass, and from the
plains of Kildare came there fur all their needs. The big
problem was getting eattle, horses and other goods to Dablin
afterwards for export or resale. Mostly they were walked the
eight miles to Harristown station on the branch railway line
from Salling 1o Carlow.

B LESSINGTON, i apite of the difficulty of access to the

As ratlways developed all over the country various proposals
were put forward, in 1564, 1865, 1580 and finally 1887 when
the British Government granted permission for a light railway
rom Terenure to Blessingbon, running by the side of the road,
a distance of 1512 miles. In Aupust 1888 the service
commenced, Passenger stops were officially al Temploogue,
Tallaght, Embankmeni, Crooksling, Brittas, Tinode,
Crosschapel and Blessmgton and soen there were others at
Bushy Park, Spawell, Bathampton and Jobstown, as more and
more people avaled of the service. An extension to Lhe line
from Blessington to Peulaphuca opened 1o 1895 and proved
vy popular especially with excursions at weckends and in the
summer months, Excorzion rates were also crealed to the
beautifl Slade of Sagegart and the public bouses on the route
eapecially Templeogue, Tallaght, Jobstown, Embankment and
Brittaz did a rearing trade,

At might when the City Tramway svstem stopped, the catile
trocks operated on the tramlines right down to the docks
There waz another gide too, Because the line waz open and
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unfenced, it was very dangerous and many accidents oocurmed.
The noise of the engines frightened horses and ponies and they
ran away and overturned their drivers and passengers. 3o it
became jokingly called ithe lengest graveyard in the world
beeauge of all the crosses and memoriala.

The guarry at De Selby and the sand gquarries between
Hrittas and Blessington and the large army camp at Kilbride
made great use of the linge. There were many incidents when
Lhie steamtram went off the lines and the soldiers who had been
passengers would get out and lever it back on! 1t is said there
were up to fwelve thowsand soldiers in Kilbride during the
First World Wer, but after that, numbers were reduced wntil
they left aitogether in 1922, a tremendous loss to the
steamtram. And of course from then on motor cars and lormies
wiTe increasing so the steamtram was loging money and in
1932 Dublin and Wicklow County Couwncils reluctantly made
thie devision to close it down, and on 31st December 1992 the
[ast tram retarned from Blessington to Terenure gt 11L20pm.

The Transport Museum at Howth has a wonderful eight
minute film of the route From Terenure to Blessington in 1927,
It is well worth seeing, They have several other artefacts alzao,

Bul ved T hoaoe g feeling, when the world’s come to an end,
That the steam trem will come stealing Lke an old and trosted
frivnd,

When we're standing rogrd in hillions teving fo get aeross the
Sityx,

Anid the eors are lned (o milltons, and we're Feally oo o fis,
When the bises cannot shift on, and the traffics all a jam,
FPerteps well ged o Liff on . .. THE QLD-STEAM-TRAM.”

by Barry Tynoan O'Mahony

It
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The Blessingion Tram

I'm bul e poor cobbler that dwells on the Conmbe,
Az good as thev're made, I moy safely presume,
I fronen nol for riches nor seck nol the “dole”,
Id rather be striving be save your poor sole,
From eavly Bl late for fo palch and repaie,

I toel the swhole week vel I never despoir —
O Surday P off ke the good sport T am,
For g bona-fide "stuni™ on e Blessingion Tram,

We first hit on Jdebatown where Thomey resides,
Therels Cedd Mile Failte for all bona-fides,
You many safely indulpe in good porter galore,
While “owdd Killinorden” keeps geard ot the deor,
We bathe our ould guma for o hall" howr or so,
Tell the thirstqguenched Conductor Ws whistle does Slow,
Then we're offwith o sandewich of bread and cowld am,
To omese our odd Jows on the Blessington Tram,

We:stop af the “Bark” for our engine's vun dry,
While bowld Presy Brien gives ws the “glod eve”,
And Canaty viaes his rich store on the shelf,
Where every “gord dmp's” stowed aweay for himeelf
For he-males and ghe-males of every degree,

And owld lnds wath whiskers right down to their knee,
Your wonld we'er meet the equal from kere to Podadam,
O the bona-fide crad off the Blessingtor Trom,

Refreshed pnd elated we daner and we sing,

Mew heeds not the Guord velling, *COn boord for Cronksling®,
Sure the company's good and we can't drink enough,
For listening to Potsy give out his ould “guff”,

At last we're annaurced with o terrific roar,

“The tram'’s on the mowe!" — therels a rueh for the door,
Sure the battle of Ypres was ondy o sham,
Compared fo the charge for the Blessington Tram.
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The rescdve fo condemn, (P2 aow dnocled on the head,
I belicve they Seceme overwfelmed with dread,
Coad all fhe slone crosses, adfiich telf vou guite plain,
O s e aftempied o sfop O in v,

Back home to oild Detlin we now do relire,
Lord send g arl eheores iy poayer and desin,
Al weel P Be corefied on tea, bread and fam,

T sove wp some cosh for fhe Blessingdon Tram.

The big-wigs declare (s o horribde sin,

The way we dosguander owr hard-earmed "tin",
Sure had they the will, {ike o poor wretched ass,
They'd deive us throwgh life on cowld water and grass.
They “thump their ould croees ™ and grocioim es gooo avs,
Al them Hhey can wind like mechanical toyvs,

P have while I five, Tet them all go be -

My bovea-fide “stund" on the Blessington Tram.

Locomotive Mo, 2 (Moo10 atter 1915) entering Terenure Terminus,

iz
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Allenton House

fine house called Allenton House after Sir Timothy Allen

who was Lord Maver of Dublin im 1762 / 63. Earlior the
property had been wamed in turm by the Norman de Bidelford
family followed by the De Merisco fanuly and after them the
Ashbournes, When Sir Tmaothy Allen died n 1771 he was
buried in St, Maelruan’s Gravevard, Tallaght. A monument
dedicated to his memory was erected i the old church and
when that was demolished it was re-erected in the new church
built in 1829, There was alse a marble slab in the church
recording Lhat Sir Tamothy hed improved the church,

RIGH'I' beside the rumed Killminny Church was a very

Allenton itself waz considered one of the inest houses of 118
perad and it was orcupred wp o 1950 by Mr, Muldoon, a very
popular Farmoer and horse bresder. He alzo bred fox terriers, 1
can remember going there with my father to collect a terfier
iafterwards called Muldooni. T wag fascinated by o number of
beautiful young horses in 8 Geld just by the vard., Mr Muldeon
was very ofld when he died. A nephew of hig, named Kirbsy
inherited the property. He had no interest in maintaining the
houze and left it open for anyvone whe liked o help themaalves
o furniture, or worse still, to historical documents and recorda.
[t was well known he was zeeking permizsion to demaolish it
Despite being a building listed by the Board of Works for
preservation, a bulldozer moved in on New Years Day 1983 and
ripped the front of the house.

Tallaght Histarical Seciety and An Taisce gob an injunction
ta stop further demolition but too much damage had been done
and the County Council had to demolish it in the interests of
gafety in August 1554,

ILs
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The Courthouse
Rathcoole

amnd the church next door were burnt down by the

Yeomanry, the site was vacant, Then the Senior family
who owned the Hatheoole Inn got prssession and built a house
on the site of the priest’s house and some of the family lived
there, but the church site remained unused. The loeal
Magistrate'’s Court {now the Digtrict Court), the Petty Sessions
(now the Circait Court) and the Assizes inow the High Court)
were held in a very large room over Jacobs big general shop
inow divided inte smaller wnits, including Nuala’s Flower
Shopl.

F[JR many vears after 1793, when the priests residence

In the early 1900%, some loeal people became dissatisiied
with thal arrangement and thought a separate courthowse
would add prestige to the village, while others became aware of
the substantial grants available from the Coarnegie Trust to
ereet libraries, The library n Clondalkin was one of these

A general meeting was held, The Panzsh Priest was leader of
the group wanting a courthowze and, of course, his side
provailed. Az such a building imvelved Government grants, the
Department of Justice decided who should get the contract, amd
it went o a relative of the Seniors, John Cromer, Centractor, of
Lugan, whe built the building which we konow today,. [t was
gaid all over the South County that John Cromer could not
build a chimney which “drew”  And thiz proved true!  The
Courthouse was opened with pomp and ceremony in 1811 and
Magistrates and Judges sat in judgement. But i1 was in an
atmosphere of smoke and coughing litigants!  Protest after
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proteat was made and various remedies were tried, but the
proflem could not he solved and by 1918 the Judges refused oo
gt there and all Kathcooles legal business was transforred o
either Lucan or Bilmainham, The baikding remained closed fior
nearly seven vears and was then re-opened az a library only,

The Courthouse, Axthooole

LG
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Rathicoole Library

"‘NTHEN the hibrary was opencd in 1925, Miss Mary
Franees Sheil was apprinted Honorary Libranan and
Mrs, Congan became caretaker, Every day the hbrary
was opened to the public with all dsily and evening popers,
woaklies and periedicals, including Farmer’s Joornal and Good
Honzsekoeping. Mestings of sll kinds ware held there, also
duiry und craft closses. A loeal girl, Lily Thewdall, took [rst
place for butter-making at the Balfast Show m 1926

Concerta were held there repularly, including one in 1927
when Jimmy (VDea led a group of entertainers and singers, in
aid of the building of what 15 now Newcastle Old School. Mrs.
Dowdall, loeal teacher, organised school and adult concerts,
Rory (O"'Connor, the famous Irish stepdancer, was thore too, We
have newspaper reports of a concert during the First World War
when it waz the Coorthouse and a Troops Entertainment
during the Second World War, First Aid Classes, Beoute, LC A
ARP, Local Defence — the Library housed them all and in the
1850 the Hatheoole Plavers, directed by Martin Dempsey and
Sean Tunney T.D., put on many highly successful plave and
shows. And il was there the Ratheoole Residents Association
wis born, later to become the Community Council.

The Library itsell was very popular, with plenty of up-to-
date novels, a splendid children's’ section and & very extensive
technical side with books on engineering, motor mechanics,
carpentry, building etc., including sets of Local Government
approved plans and specifications to encourege the young men
to build their swn homes.,

In the smaller room to the side — originally the Judge's
rohing room — a large bookeaze, glass on top, held a very
comprehensive range of reference bookz.  The enclozed
cuphoard below contained all the most precious books, many
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donated by local people,
some of them we have been
tald were sent to the
National Library when the
Ratheoole  Library was
clogid down 1n 1983, Hooks
for students were procured
from the Central Library
long-period loans. In fact,
the Librarian responded io
every need oF  request,
ineluding erafts and eookany
When she died in 1962 the
library was clased down and
siner then a mobile book
gervice i3 all  that s
available to thiz rapidly
cxpanding community, who
have te mo to other libraries
in Clondalkin, Walkinatown,
Ballyroan, Tvmon North,
Tallaght and the e
Centre. Surely the Library
should be restored and
extended.

On the Sth July. 1588 An Tanaiste Mary Harmey envelled this monument to
commemaorals e Fathcoole Men of 1798 The stone was designed and
carved by a young Tallaght stonemason, Eamon Brennan of Jobstown,
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Newlands House

"h ZHEN the Archbishop Bicknor of Dublin moved his
ropidence to Tallaght in 1340, it wasz perhapa the
beginning of better off people acguiring reaidonces or

building them cutaide city limits. All around Dobling noerth,

sputh and west, lorge hosesa appearcd, pome with large
acroame and others with just what was noceazary for the koep
of a fow horses and cattls. The Tallsght neighbourhood grew
and g0 did Clendalkin and Lucan and by the sevontoonth and
esighteanth conturies, the roads, zuch as they were, must have
been busy.  Bome houses wore deseribod as C‘gentlomens
residencos’, others like Handeock's deseription of Whitchall,
Katherine Tynans Home, as “Strong farmers”,

Newlands was one of the finest. Various owners are listed
and the houss was always a great aocial centre with a
magnificent ballroom which contained a heautiful Bossi
fireplace. One of the most famous occupants was Arthur Wolfe,
Lord Kilwarden, who was chiel Justice of Ireland and known azs
the “Justest Judme in Ireland”. Lord Kilwarden was one of the
Walfe family, of Fournaughie, Kill, Co. Kildare, In kis time,
Mewlands was famous for lavish entertaimment and gatherings
of important politicians, It was from the Walfes family
Theobald Walfe Tome got his name. It & believed that his
minther waorked for the family, and that 11 was the Waolle's who
paid for hos education in Trinity College

Lord Kilwarden waz a friend of Sarah Curran’s father and
the Emmets and s0 it was a very shocking tragedy when, being
mistaken for the "Hanging Judge” Hupgh Carleton, he was
pulled from his carriage by an unruly mob of Emmet’s
followers, in Thomas Street and killed.  After that, Newlands
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passed throvgh many rich and well known owners, the last
boing John Hawkesby Mullins, whe sold the property to
Mewlands Golf Club.  Sadly this beautiful house was
demolished to make way for the present elubhouse bub the
splerdid Bossi fireplace was saved and can be seen in the
Clubshouse,

n‘F:;,:.'f; . s
L AAd] (13 :
‘ﬁa'!'

Yiew of Newlands Demense Mouse, County of Dublin.
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Jimmy Mahady

IP’ I go to Lucan via Clondalkin,

ovier the railway bridge and down

by Meilstown, 1 pasg where the
ledge of Meilztown Farm stood, and 1
think again that there should he
plague on the wall zayving “Jimmy
Mahady was born here in 15877,
Meilztown waz a very well run farm,
owned by My, Smith, an Eaglishman
who wag a model farmer.  Jimmy
Mahady's father was hiz ploughman,
Jimmy was the cldest of eight
children. His father became an
invalid when he was only eleven and
hiz youngest zister just a baby. He had been poing to the
Monastery School until then, driving his sister and vounger
brothers up and down in a donkey and cart, leaving hia sister
at the Convent.

The Carmelite Brothers had a field whers donkeys -and
ponies were unharnessed and grazed while their owners
learned their lessons, Some of the Katheoole families sent their
bove there; the Carrolls, Havdens, Dunnes, Sheils, Jacobs,
Callaghans and others drove in thair traps while the MeCanns
of Reatings Park, Harvevs of Colmanstown and Vickers of
Blackchurch trotied to Nass C.B.S.

Jim left gchool and went to work at Meilstown so that his
mother could keep the lodge. His hours were long and the work
hard but Mr. Smith was a good teacher and he had o splendid
pupil. Jim staved at Neilstown till he was i hisearly twenties.
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Then remance entered hus hilfe and he needed more money. So,
he gave up farmwork and went to work in Clondalkin Paper
Mills and gol married to a beautiful redhead - Brigid Kelly, At
the same me, hes molher moved 1o ene of the little houses by
the mill. Things went woll until, following a strike, the mill
closed — g lock-outl,  There were bad times for many in
Clondalkin, By then Jim and Biddy had several children and
there wag little work to be got and no dole so things were pretly
degperate. They were living in an extension to the
Grandmother Kellys house at Egker.

My [ather marricd in 1919 and went o Live al the Grange,
juet beside the 12th Lock  One doy, in 1922, he s Jim
walking on the read from Clondalkin 1o Lucan and gave him a
Lt and then beard all hiz troubles, It waz 8 good day for both
familics, My father degided thizs was the workman he wanted
and took bim oncat & rate much bevond the rate of Farm pay at
Ehes time, but my father knew what he waz dong.  In his
veterinary work, he wagz frequently frustrated by people who
could not follow an instruction accurately. He took Jim with
him on such cazes, Jim was intelligent and soon learned to co-
operate skilfully, My unele was on the County Council and with
his help, the Mahady's gol a cottage at Bepumont, We had
moved o Bomerfon jisi after T was born in 1922, and all my
early memories there contain “Ma'dy” as we called him. In the
vegetable garden which was his kingdom, or in the orchard or
the vard, where one day mv brother started throwing turnips
around, Ma'dy came running from the cowshed, undoing his
belt, Edmund ook to his heels, in the back door, up the stairs
and in under his bed, where be remained in fear and trembling,
with Ma'dy laughing quietly but occasionally velling threats,
Fdmund took care none of his pranks upset Ma'dy's work after
that.

When we moved to Castlewarden in November 1926 Ma'dy
didn't come at first, but eventually he came and for a while, life
waz back to normal, but in January 1830, Dad died and nothing
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woz the same, Except Ma'dy, that it. He waz a tower of
gtrength. My mother knew nothing about farming and a small
farm wag all we had, but we had Ma'dy, He carried on going
from one job to the other as dave and seasons progrssed, first
rlazz at whatever he took on, He cycled up from Lucan every
morning areiving promptly at 8 o'clock, eight hard miles, and
he headed home soon after gix, having lit and primed his
carhide bicvele lamp (no electric batteries in those days).

Zome months later, the maid we had living in left, and a logal
farmer's daughter, Eosie Behan came daily. Ma'dy atayed at
might after that, going home on Friday night with the wages
and again after Mass in Newcastle on Sunday till milking time.
I mever knew him to be late returning, Hosie was only a few
veara older than surselves and she was game for any fun and
Ma'dy looked after us all,

He organised his day methodically. Fead the cows (there
wore bwelve to fourteen), then in for a cuppe and to serub up for
milking. He was serupulously elean and Mum never had &
complaint from the dairy company while he was with us. When
he had let out the cows and hosed the shed (in those days, with
burkets of water to carry) he had his breakfast. Then out came
the horses and they were harnessed for whatever season’s job
Was on.

We prew wheat, pats, turnips and mangolds and the helds
were beautifully done.  Fortunately, we had plonty of
machinery, when those around ws had little, so there was
alwave an exchange of work for machinery lent (wath Ma'dy of
course} to Hll other neighbours felds or save thoir hay, He kept
the horses well, and the machinery in perfect order, and he was
a leader 1o our little community. He planned well ahead, cach
yvear a sechion of hedge was eul and laid, Feacing in thirly
sheep and their [ambe and attending o them was another task.
Stocking hay amd torn and managing the hig day of the
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threshing — he did it all. On one occazsion when the mowing
machine bar broke, and a major crisis loomed with good
weather being wasted, and no replacement to be got, he felled
a straight young ash, sawed and planed it down, positioned sl
the metals plates, and was back working nexi morming.

Char garden was a crodit to him, We had vegetables no one
round about us had, cabbage, polatees, turnips and cauliflower
were gown in the felds, but in the garden there were onions,
white turnips, carrols, paranips, peas, broad beamnz, French
beans, celery, aprouis, radizhes, letiuee and red cabbage and of
rourse Black currants, gooseberries, loganberries, raspborries
and even strawberries,

At might by the kitchen fire he heard our Catechizm. We
didn’t realise he could hardly read — he knew it all by heart
and never pazsed a miztake. When it rained, a chair went out
to the garage and the local boys lined up for haircuts at
gixpence a time! He was an expert and when Mum got a new
scissors and clippers for his birthday, they were minded like
precions jewels, Aunt rooted out old kikes for ua to ride. He
mended and patched them at night, with liners in worn tyres
and every other device he could invent to keep them mobile.

And when all that was done, Ma'dy took out his old melodeon
and entertained us pil, Needless o say, he was in great
demand for &1l the local parties, weddings and wakes., He gave
up all his wapes al home and only had what he made on
hairdo’s and music for his tebaece money. It was o tremendons
excitement when he pot an accordion.

The pipe laving for the Poulaphoca water scheme was being
done and there were many men around in digs anywhere they
copld get so one very enterprising lady turned her hayvbarn into
a dance ball and her ‘resgident” bond consisted of Ma'dy with the
accordion, Jim O'Mara with his fiddle and Paddy Smith with
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hiz bamyo and the Jazz-Effex” That was a great year and the
accordion was paid for in record time.

By 1938 we were all away in school, Mum was working in
Hospatal’s Trust, Bosie had gone to work in Swiftbrook and
mosl of the tme Ma'dy was on his own, He was just [ifty and |
think be was lonely, za he leflt us and went home and got a job
in St. Edmuondsbury, where he worked on umtil he wag nearly
ecighty, They had better horses there, and he won the County
Dablin Floughing Championship.

He was in great demand all around Locan az a gardener and
when he finally left 5t Edmundsbury, he was never short of
work, He died when he waz gighty-nine after a sudden zhort
illness, We will pever forget him, 1 often wonder if he had been
born fifty vears later what he would have achieved,
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The Rathcoole Branch ICA

mentiened in articles published in 1970 and 1966,

inchoded two letters from the Hopourable Mary Lawless
to my aunt, Mary Frances Sheil, a copy of the original rules of
the organization and instructlons on how to set up & dry
lavatery! The last may seem amusing now, but in those days of
poor water supplies amd hygiene, frequent epidemics of
diphtheria and scarlet fever, and the ever present Tuberculosis,
instruction leaflets like that were hasic toe the expressed ideal
of the United Irishwomen - te improve the lives and health of
the women of Ireland. The original rules forbade alcohol at any
meeting., The founders considered drink a seriowus problem
amionyg the peor at the time. That particular rule was removed
in the 1560%.

THE papers T handed to Mizs Gahan in 1967, which she

The Hatheoole - Sagpart - Wewcastle Guild was set up in
1810 with the Honourable Mary Lawless as its first President.
The Honourable Mary was very good to the poor and
maintained & herd of cows to supply free milk (o needy familics.
My aunt was Honorary Secretary. According to her, most of the
early work was of 4 practical nature, such as the dry lavatory.
Lecturers came from Dublin to speak on various subjects,
cookery, housekeeping, needlework, porultry keeping and butier
making. With the ceming of the Fiest World War, First Aid was
added. Sagpart boasted s weekly *Country Market' lor eges and
butter, [ have failed W ascertain wheee it was held,

Unfortunately, the War, Bebellion and Civil War apset the
work considerably, but the final blow w the Branch was the
unLimely death of the Honowrable Mary and the Branch Gaded
oul in 1918, Hewever, my aunt kept in constant touch with the
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Central Committee which was based o the Merrion Square
Headguarters of the Irish Agricultural Organisation. In 18632,
the Hatheoole Guild restorted under the new pame ol [rish
Countrywomen's Association.  Meetings were held in the
Library, and in the vears before the Second World Wor, much
was achieved, bat in 1942 transport had beecome extremely
difficult and the Library was token over by the [rish Bed Cross
and the Local Defence, and for a second time the Rathoeoobe
Gsild ceased to be Presidents during that period hod imeluded
Mrs, Mary Lennen, Mrs Catherine Berging, Mizs Eileen
Murray, Miss Kitty Hayden and Mrs, Winifred Shaeil

Im 1967, Mrs, Uno O'Brien and 2 fow of the survivors of the
eld Guild, together with new residents in the villnge restarted
the Assoctation in BEatheoole and it has conbinued w the present
day.

Thi C¥d Millhouse by e Camac &1 hs MOl Bridoe,
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Annmount

N owriting about the Carmelite Monastery at Clondalkin, |
Imﬁmimmd that the Brothers were members of the Third

Order of Carmelites, a commupity of lavmen bound
tgether by temporary vows renewed after a peried of years.

The First Ovder was that of the Carmelite priestz snd the
Epcond Order, the nune as st Firhouse, A eommunity like that
of Clandalkin set up in Glenasmole about 8 half male from
Glassamucky at about the same time as Clondalkin, With the
hulp of the loeol 'pl.]l.'lPl.L‘- they bualt their small monastery FPh s |
sehinl ond goon all the ehildren of the 'lul'l:ll]ﬂ:.l' wore hu'ing
eduented there, The menks relhed on subseriptions and the
guest house which they man also helped o maintain the sehoel,
There is a monument 1 St, Santan’s Graveyard which reads
“Erceted by a few friends as a token of respect of Maorico
Colling whe was For 44 vears Pror of 51 Anne’s Monastesy, whao
dicd 3let Janwvary 1RE5 aged 94 vears and of hizs religious
brethren

Andrew MeQuirk Died 13th Novembor 1842 aged 46,

John Farrell Died 27th Janwary 1554 aged 67,
Patrick MeGairk Died 16th October 1867 aged 69,
Matthew Kelly Died 22nd Janwary L8733 aged 68,
John Steward Died 18th April 1887 aged 95"

Brother Steward had succeeded Hrother Collins as Prior and
hold that office for 16 vears. He was succesded by Brother
Kearns who kept the school going until 1894, By then, a
MNational School had been erected in the glen. It 15 interesting
to note that the historian Eugene O°Curry vizited Glenasmole
in 1837 and he was deeply mpressed by the high standard of
cducation throvghout the valley community, The only Brother
feft, Brother Reardon reverted to layvman and married a local
girl. Many of their descendants still Live in the area.
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Moyle Park

O LE Park was built in the mid eightesnth centiry by
M‘L‘r‘illi&m Caldbeck, whose influsnee on parechial and

gocaal affairs in Clondalkin was enormous.  He and
Henry Arabin of Corkagh House were partners in the
foundation of Clendalkin Gunpowder Malls. The buildings: and
gtores woere spread over both estates and gave good well-paid
employment foF many, For somelime it was the sole supplier of
punpowder to the English garrisons bat in 1787, through, it is
thought a Gght on the premizes, an explosion occurred, the two
mven coneerned died and many were maimed for life. The force
of the explozion was 20 greal that it wag felt as far away ag
LUizaher's Quay where a mill chimney collapsed, and way up into
Co. Kildare on the other zide, The damage to property was
enormons and the mills were notb rebailt,

Mra. Elizabeth Caldbeck opened a girls school in the lodge in
1810 and it ran until 1840, When she died she left £2,000 (a
large sum in thoze davs) for the foundation of the Prezentation
Convent, Her son William Caldbeck was a prominent member
of the Church of Ireland community, but he was very generois
to evervbody, with food and fuel and he donated any fines he
levied as Magistrate to the poar, He even had water piped to
some of the village houses. After his death in 1879 the property
passed to his cousin Dora Caldbeck and then to her son William
Roper Caldwell who sold it. Seéveral different owners followed
before the Nugent family bought it about 1919 and they
eventually sold the house to the Marist Brothers who founded
Movle Park College. The Brothers retained the house itself as
a residence. Much of the land had been sold [or development.
There 15 an interesting story told about one of the bedrooms, 1t
is as follows,
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During the ownership of Movle Park by a non Cathaolic
family, a Catholic maidservant was dving and wanted a priest
and was refused,  One cannet asacciate this stery with the
Caldbeck family whoe were so generous and ecumenical, =0 it
must have related te a later owner. AL any rate, the room in
which the servant died became haunded and no one could sleep
in it. The rector was called in and did a ssrvice of exorclsm to
release the uneasy spiril. and with a diamond, he oot 818 in
the window, The slits were about half an inch wide by about
one and lwsll inches long there were two rows of them, but they
failed to solve the problem, Later, when Mugents bought the
house, the parish priest, Reverend Canon Baxter celebrated
Masz in the room and on the anniversary of that date every
vear, Lthe Nugents had Mass offered lor the deceased servant
There never was any recurrence and the daughters of the house
alept peacefully in that room.
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Story Tellers of Old

were very important people. They were the poets and

singers bul maost of all they were the historians. Part of
their complicated and lengthy treining imvelved learning older
stories by heart and during the dark agez ol oppression by
Danes, Normans and English, their tradition lived on 1o an
amazing degree, Just one hundred vears ago, Celthe scholars in
Weat Kerry and West Mavo took down from old men the Tain
Bo Cullgne and the fwo were almest identical, Such wos the
training handed down from father to son for nearly two
thousand years,

THE storviellers and bards of the ancient Celtle workd

Some of the stories woven inbo the “Tain” were obviously
male wp but the central characters and principal story were
historical. In our own provines of Lemster the chiel story line
centred on the Fianna - an elite sorps of Aghting men
maintained by the High King of Tara, Their training was
rigorows and nobedy could join them without passing stringent
tests of agility, daring and enduramee. Their most famows
period was in the reign of King Cormae Mae Airt who reigned
from ALY, 254, only two hundred vears before 5t Patrick came
to Ireland and the preat literary age of scribes and illuminated
manuscTipta commenced,

Each province provided & division and very ofien they did
not agrae with each other. The Leinster men or Clann Baskin
and the Ulann Morna of Connanght were bitter enemies,
Cumbhal was the leader of the Clann Baskin and he was killed
by the leader of the Clann Merna when his son Finn was only
a child. The Clann Morna and other enemy agents did their
best o find Finn and kill him and many stories grew out of his
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escapes. These stories are largely centred on Glenassmole and
the surrounding hills; and when he grew up and passed all the
necessaTy tests to join the Fianna and assumed the leadership,
Glemasmole was still his sanctuary where he huanted and
relaxed when his official duties allowed.

The Hill of Allen may have been his officizl residence but
here, where we live, was his homeground. In this age of
athletic prowess [ wonder how many of the youth of Tallaght
and Glenasmole could pass the Fianoe's testz of running,
jumping and hunting =kills with weapons, ete.?
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Tassaggart House

substantial owners of land at Saggart but in 1521 thoy had

been superseded by My, Smith who built & large house at
Tassaggart, and by 1540 he had aold out to the Verschovle
family who enlarged the house.

IN the late eighteenth century, the OByrpe family were

They added considerably to the estate when lands held by
Church of Ireland were sold off (Church Temporalities Acil for
very low prices, For example, the land where Airmotive stands
cost them Ave shillings an acre, They also gained on Tallaght
Hill and the Slade and soon Tallaght Hill iwhich Euwgene
O'Curry, writing in 1837, thought was more the origin of the
name Tallaght than the present Tallaght Village) became
known gz Verschovle's Hill,

The estale adjoining Tassagpart House gained when they
bought in O'Connors farm on the iriangle of land between
Saggart, the Mill Bridge and Garter Lane. Near the back of the
houze stosd the remaing of the old Norman castle. [ am told
that at oene time it housed o considerable collection of old
uniforms but unfortunately there waz a fire there in 1910, and
I capnet pzcertain if any of the collection was saved, Next o
the eaztle were the stables with coach houszes, ove, and bevopd
that the gardens, Arst the rose garden, then the large kitchen
garden neatly fnid out with boxhedge edgings, [t contained a
large greenhouse and there was every kind of fruil, but the
pride of the place wasz a giant Ag tree which fruited profusely
eviery yvear,  Beyvond the kitchen garden was the preitiest
garden of all — the Ladies' garden, And all around the house
to the north and east were the pleasure gardens with flowering
ghrubs, tennis courts and walks, For many vears the only
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ereupantz were Colonel and Mrz, Verschovle Campbell, with
jusl two maids be ook after them and the big bouse, se of cowrse
it became neglected,

Outside there was & gardener and three farm workers and
neglect became widezpread. The Colonels nicce Mrs, Alexander
lived there e some years, but her interest was entircly in
horses and when the gardener retired nobody took his place.

Somie vears age, M James Manafield bought the estate and
the changes ne has made show how old hooses can be broaght
inta ithe modern eva. The entive house was refurkizhed and
refitted, Central heating was installed and bheautiful antigue
furnitore completed the interior. A the same time, the grounds
were also getting a new look. Walls were repaired, and the eld
vastle war completely rebuilt. An ommamental pond was created
and new shruhs and plants augmented the survivors of the
past. Mext the new owner called in expert advice and a golf elub
was laid out. & new club house was built in a grove of trees
near the old front drive, and the drive and lodge rebuilt, The
elubhouse has been furnished magmificently and the entive
house is now a showplace, Doesn’t this demonstrate how many
of pur lost manstone could have been saved?

Rebuill Marman Towear Hose
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Tallaght And The Leinster
Trophy Motor Races

HE Leinster Trophy Race 15 now held at Mondells Park.

The inaugural meeting on 4th August 1934 was at

Skerries, but the circuit thers, which was already
pepular for motoreyeles, was not suitable for motorears. InJuly
1935 the race was moved Lo a new circuit at Tallaght. The
eourse started on the main road opposite the Bank of Ireland,
(the pits were in Ieeland car park and there was a fine stand for
spectators where Mews Extra is now). The race ran down the
Bleszington Road to Templeogue Bridge, right again up the
Lwisty Firhouse Road across to Bridgel Burkes (or Bennedy's of
d Bawn ps it was called then), There it turned vight. up the
Ohd Bawn Road and back to Tallaght village — asix mile course
g Lhesre were sevenbeen laps.

The interest and excitement was tremendous Tha
Covernment Ministera and many other important people
altended. Famous international drivers took part. There wers
competitors from Britain, Prance, Italy and Prince Bira of
Japan, Some of the makes of cara are unheard of now, There
were Alfa Homeos, Mercedes, Bugattiz, Hileva, Sunbeams,
Triumphs, Adlers, Vauxhalls, M.G.'5, Frazer Mazh and of course
a number of home built specials. Chief among these was the
U'S K of Redmond Gallagher of Urney Chocolate Factory on
the Helgard Hoad. U.SKH. meant Urnev Special Racer.
Redmond's brother-in-law Dermot OClery also took part.
Oiher local heroes included Willie O'Risrdan, who led the way
several times to end with a spectacular erash, Dudley Colley of
Corkagh House, Charlie Manders and Stanley Waoods who was
better known on his motorevele gt the 'ILT. Races. The mad was
of course narrower and more twisted than today
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In spite of that, lap speeds were over 70 miles per hour and
in 1938 Tony Rult achieved a speed of 83,63 m.p.h. Belfast man
Ernie Robb won the 1939 rvace and then there was none onkil
1945 when the winner was Mike Hawthorn, After that the race
moved to Mondelle, In 1995 it was sixty vears since the race
wits firsl run in Tallaght, If a commemoration race was staged
on the old course, now o much improved, | wonder what speeds
could be reached? Molorevele races were held on the same
cirewit with fameus riders, Stanley Woodes, Charbie Manders,
Ernesl and Alan Lyons and many others

Face starling point mear Glanyiew tralfic lights.
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Memories

Y father was a veterinary surgeon and he died when

we were very yvoung. He had been gassed in the First

World War and his lungs were rotting away, and 1
think he knew time waz running out. He kept us with him as
much as be could and he taught us 50 much, We had lessons
from a logal téacher from five to seven every day and Lhe rest of
the day we were free. We kpew the back gate of every [arm in
Soulth Dublin and Morth EKildare, and in between his farm visits
he would take us out of the car to point oul interesting
buildings and views, and he told stories all the time — Finp
MacCool, Glenasmaole, Hell Fire Club, the Wonderful Barn at
Leixlip, and Connolly’s Folly at Celbridge, and so many more,

When he had 1o go to Dublin there was a routing, in through
the Phoenix Park to see the decr and out by Kilmainham to see
the nld soldiers at the Royval Hospital and on to the Canal bank
to see the barges, Sometimesz, in the Summer if Dad was free,
we went to Donngbrook to Mass and out te Silver Strand to
paddle and have a picniz, but mare often, we went to Newbridge
with High Mazs in the College and then to & nearby stud farm,
Rickardstown, owned by Dads cousin John Sheil (FGrady,
knawn to the family as “John 5%, My memory i of a long, single
storey house behind white gatez, a0 warm and comfortahle
always with piles of lovely food. One evening., when we left
Rickardstown, we were stopped and questioned by zoldiers
Dad wasn't pleased and asked "Why™? but we got no answer.
And from then on — all the way home to Lucan, we wore being
stopped and questioned — and Dad waz getting more and more
incensed. “Why would nobody tell him what was going on™ and
Mum, afraid of her life he'd be arrested for being chstrective,
saving “Don't Joe, Don't”. As scon as we got home Dad rang his
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friend in Baldonnel, Captain Fitzmaurice and he explained. Tt
waz the July 10th 1927 and Revin O'Higging had been
assassinated,

Another Newbridge memory was of the exciternent of a new
foal, Among the visitors for lunch in Rickardstown that day
was Father Harringtom, a well known Dominican, and
afterwands the whole party did a tour of all the fields viewing
the horses and mares and in the end we got 1o the field where
the mare and new filly foal were, And John S turned to Father
Harrington and said “There vou are, Father, wours is the
privilege of naming the filly”. With that the College bell rang
out the six o'clock Angelus and Father Harrington said "Theres
your anawer “[ominics Belle™ And Dominics Belle had many
successiul foale herself, including Dominic's Bar which won the
Irish Grand Mational. %We came home that evening just after
dark and | remember seeing fine rain like & halo all rosnd John
5. as he opened the white gate from the house to the drive. We
never saw him again. He caught preumonia and died, and with
him our visits to Rickordstown,

Our leszons were shared with Patricia Fitemaurice, only
daughter of Captain Jomes Fritzmaurice and his wife and we
were in and out of Baldennel frequently, Usoally one of the
young officers brovwght her down to Somerton, Lucan and either
her father camse (or her or ad took her home, The officer’s
houses were wosden bungalows, very pleasant ingide and there
always seemed to be people coming and going with a ot of
laughter and fun, We went to Malahide strand just before
Captain Flitzmaurice and Mr. Mackintosh made their attempi
on the Atlaptic. T can only remember that the plane waz dark
Blue and the two men waving from the deor before it ook off,
Well, that one failed but from then we heard mare discussion
about it and Dad pointed out the route planned on the old
battered globe of our gesgraphy lessens. The wide pale blue
space fascinated me — all water — and what if they came
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down? “COh, the ships will be kesping a lookoul for them”. We
were used 1o the Mail Boat so we accepted that answer and Pat
Wis happy.

Then the Bremen arcved with Baron Ven Huenefeld and
Captain Koehl and *Fitz" was delighted o be asked (o join
them, There were partiez in the Camp the day before they
planned o go and we were there running around with Patl. The
Baron waz very quiel and shy but Captain Koehl wasz all smiles
and awung Pat and me around in circles. We went up o the
hangar and there seemed to be great activity with soldiers
keeping people away but we were allowed to go close and
Edmund climbed into the cockpit himsell and two soldiers lifted
Pat and me up to look in. All we could see were barrelz and
barrels (of avistion fluid we wers teldr and Pat asked “what are
they paing o eat?. “Chocolate bars”™ was the answer “Where
are thev? zaid Pat eagerly and her Daddy answered from the
back “"Whare yvou won't get them™. Next morning Dad came in
while we were having breakfazt and Mum azid "Well? “Thay
eouldnt go, the runway was too short 20 they ars working
madly to level a ditech ta try again tamorrow”™. And of course,
next day they just managed to cbear the buildings and were aff?
For nearly three daye, evervone waited, getting move and more
worried — and then the great news. They had landed on
Greenly [sland on enow and ice and rocka.
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Embankment

MBANEKEMENT is the name most often used for the area
E where the new Weathrook housing estate is heing built,

This name was used by the British Army Engineers who
built the Blessingtion Road fromm Jobstown to Brittas as it is
now, and a very good job they made of it if vou consider how
little maintenance it gets, and the hundreds of thousands
(poasibly millions) of tonsz of sand and gravel transporied along
it every year, and the large volume of general traffic, The old
names, Boherboy — in Irish Bothar Buidhe (Yellow Road) is
used on the Saggart side and Corbally — in Irish Corr Baile (a
few houses) to the east and south. It is & peaceful area now but
in the early sighteenth century it was & great hide out for
robbers and highwaymen. 1f you look te the left as vou go
towards Blessington, opposite Embankment Public Howse you
will see g moad leading off to the left and eireling round and
rejoining the main road, [t was in that area there were quite a
lob of houses and an inn called the Red Cow Inn.

In 1717 & noted highwayman known as Captain Fitzgerald
had hiz headquarters near there and he and his gang terrorised
evervbody evon as far away as Tallaght and Crumlin. They
made a big rmid on Tallaght and got awey with a Lot of leot and
herses and they alzo took some prisoners oz hostages,
Although there was a Danmish regiment siatloned in Tallaght,
they were not able to catch robbers, In desperation, the local
people bapded fogether and with more knowledge of the
surrounding countryzide, caught the highwaymen and got back
the horsez and hostages. After that, Captain Fitzgerald was
quiet for a while but he got bold again and resumed attacking
coaches as they went over Tallaght Hill.
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Then they raided the Hed Cow lnn and tock the proprietor
and gpuests prisoner. One yvoung maon jumped Lhrough o window
and got away W rmise the adarm. A company of saldiers arrived
and a battle ensued bul eventuadly the highwaymen ram oul of
prmmunition and were Laken prisoners, 11 is spid crowds lined
the road to zee them brought to Dublin for Trial and sentenee,
And after that, peace reigned in Boherboy and Corbally,

An aeridl view of Swiflbroos Paper Mills, 93335,
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Glenasmole Lodge

b sbruck 1:!_].' thie I'.I-Eﬂlllj-’ ol the "H;l“t"_'f ol Glen a.ﬁmull::-, {the

"I.Fa“l:'.}' of the Thrushesl Thers are ALY WAVS ol
t_':':I:IJIrJriI:IH Lhes \fa."q-:j,r. Cheme WAy i Lo walk or drive past
Bohesnabreena Church, then turn righlt and at the next
Juneticn po right again. Anether way 18 o go up Ballinascorney
Hill and turty lefi. The best way of all ks do g up through the
Waterworks, For this veu will need a permit from City Hall
All these ways converge at the head of the valley, and hidden
away there on the left is an old house with a leng history. In
1766 the Protestant Archbishop of Dublin leased to his son
Thomas Cobbe the lands of Glasamucky, Ballvslater,
Kilnasantan and Castlekelly.

al =] Ao look =outh to the mountaing Trom THll&HhLJ.‘l:rq will

Thomas Cobbe leased the land at the head of the glen to
George Grierson, the King’s Prioter in Ireland and he built the
original house which he called Heathfield Lodge and there he
entertained lavishiy during the sheoting =eason. Altheugh he
recoived L100000 from the crown at the time of the Act of
Union, he was in debl when be died leaving the house 1o has
three davghters, These lndigs trovelled very extensively and

brought back many rare plants, which lourished in the
sheltered valley,

They alzo brought back many curios, They altered the howse
to resemble g Swiss chalet with a deep thatched roof and 2
bezutilul carved balcony, Their brothers often vizsited them and
John Griersen had an unusual sehicle constructed for going up
and down Lthe da NEErous road,. The ladies were loved ].I}' all the
FﬂuF't‘. and It was & very sad day when the house was
ml:tp!&iﬂ]}' destroved by [Tre, Aller that ::p]'.l.an:nl.'l_'r the land
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reverted to the Cobbe family who rebuilt the house with a slate
raof and 50 it became known as Cobbe's Lodge. Tt has changed
hands many times since then, Seon after the Second World
War a Datch industrialist bought it and spent a ot of money
modernising and beautifving the house and grounda. When he
died very suddenly in L9733, his widow sold the house, by then
known as Glenasmole Lodge.

THE HILL OF KILLINARDEN
{By Charles B. Halpin)

Thopgh fime affeces memory, ghd grief the fosor barder,
Pl nd'er forget, ahere der 1 be, that day on Killinarden,
Fuor there wliile farey revelled wids, the semimers daoy [Tew aver me,
The friends I loved were af my sice, end Trsh fielde hefore mre.

Thee rosted s stevp, Hhe peliieg showsrs, honl coned bemealh e
And there were fofs of mopstein Joeers, o gariana o eaoreath ue,
Far, for, elow the lendseape shone with wheot and newr ruson
P,

Anid oz o'erhiead the ofopds Tew on, beaearl sivep? o the shadows,

O friernds, bevond the Atlantie’s foom, there may be poble mouninins,
e Ir oner nete far western home, green fields and brighter fountains,
But s for me, fet time destroy afl dreams, but this ere pordon,

A berren memary long enfoy, thet dey an Kilfinarden.
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Brittas

think one i1s speaking of Brittas Bay, County Wicklow., But

it was not always so. In the days of the Blessington
Steamtram, Brittas was a very important stop on the line
Muany Thibliners got off there and went walking o the Slade
Valley to the east, the Mount Seskin or Augh Farrell Koads on
the south. or up Slabh Tuathail to the wesl. Wherever they
went, the views were superh. And for the antiguanian there
wenes many prehigstoric sites Lo be vigited.

II"' ong mentions the name Brittas, people, even in Tallaght,

Up by the gide of Crooksling there iz the Long Stone. 1n the
forest behind the Torester’s house is a very ancdent prave and
there are zeversl others on Sliabh Tuathail, The Brittag’ Ponds
are axiensive artificial lokes Mlooded nearly 200 venrs ago to
augment and control the water supply to Swifthrook Paper
Mills which i3 less than two miles further down the valley,
Alas, Swiftbrook is no more, but the ponds are stocked by an
angling club and they are alao a nature reserve,

Geraldine Stout, Hoard of Works Archasclogist, maintains
that Hog Larkin, the ancient name of the site of the ponds was
a laks in earlier times and that the small island is, in fact, the
anly cranndg in County Hhublin, Hefore the Embankment Hoad
was huilt, the coaches bound for Haltinglass and Wexford left
the prezent Blessington Koad by Jobstown Cottapes and went
up Mount Seskin and joined the road at Brittas. For a time,
this route was abandoned 1 faveur of an easier gradient off to
the right, opposite the same Jobstown Cottages and poing
through the Slade. The Downshire Bridge, now listed for
preservation, was built bte teke the road across the Camac.

Where the Slade Hoad joins the Blessington Bead, on the site of
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‘Mrs Hedmond's Bungalow, was the changing stage for the
tired hiorses and, presumably, some sort of inn (o sccommuod ate
the travellers. The sctivities of the highwaymen forced the
coaches back ento the tougher climb of Mount Seskin, [ wonder
where they changed horses on that route?

All the mads met at the Brittez Inn which has geown
conziderably in the last 30 vears as transport become easier
and more people want te live in this beautiful place, A
pamphilet by the late Liam Ua Bromn (of the Roval Society of
Antiguaries of Ireland), entitled “The Monntain Commons of
Saggart’ gives most interesting details of the Neld and place
names of long agi,

And it iz good to see that some of theze names are being used
by the owners of the new houzes.
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Dispensary Treatment Long Ago

OME vears ago the Tallaght Historical Society were given

a number of interesting artefacts and curios by Mr. Leo

Bwann. They include the bellows of the old Tallaght
Farga, churns, butter making equipment, farm implements and
numerous other items. They are now in the care of the County
Council whe hope to put them on display in the Art Cenlre
which 15 in Virginia Cottage. The society aleo has a large
collection of photographs which we hope to put on view,

Recently we were very pleased to receive Board of Assistance
registers doting hack to 1878 and many other things pertaining
to the old dispensary, Among them the “red ticket”, reproduced
here.  Each dispensary district was divided into o nember of
arens presided over by o "warden”. A warden wag an unpaid
loca] porson who was suppased to know all the peaple in his or
her arep and to be able to voueh for their entitloment or not to
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INSTRUCTION AS TO PRESENTING THIS TICKET

This ticket may be presented to the Medical Officer ai
the Dbspensary, within the hours of his attendance
there; or may be presented to him, or left for him at his
residence; or may be presented to him persenally
anywhere. The ticket should be presented as soon after
it has beepn obtained g5 practicable, with such
information as can be given regarding the nature of the II
case. A Member of the Board of Health, Warden or I
Asgistance (Mficer, before issuing & Ticket, shall |
exercise due diligence in ascertaining whether the |
applicant is a “Poor Person” and entitled to gratuitous ‘

Medical Relief

dispensary service, | can only speak with knowledge of the
Ratheoole Thspensary, My sunt Mary Frances Sheil was
warden for Batheoole itself, the hill area up to Brittas and hack
to Blackehurch, John Bergin of Ballmakelly was warden for
Meweastle, Hazelhateh, Peamount and 12th Lock areas
Walter Walsh for Kingswood and Baldonnel and Mre, Mahon
for Baggart, Boherboy and Jobstown, When Mrs, Mahan died
her nephew John Belly took it over, John Bergin sold his farm
and left the district and my aunt was asked to take on his aren
as well, Later Walter Walsh decided the cares of hiz business
(Powers Thatillery) and his Tarm made it impossible for him o
continue and thiz too was added to my aunts commitment
which was further extended when John Kelly tos gave up,

Morming after morning there would be o quewe of people at
the door. She had the unenviable task of azking each one if he
or zhe waz emploved; what their wapge was; if they were
married, how many children; did they own their house? And
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depending on their answers, she had to decide if thay were
eligible for free treatment. The “ticket' reproduced was called a
pink ticket entitling them to a wvisit at home from the
dispengary doctor, and a gresn ticket entitled the holder to free
treatment al the dispensary. It was a horrible job but she kept
at it because she sympathized so much with the unfortunate
pationts.

If ehe made a mistake, she could be charged with the cost of
their treatment! One example T have never forgoiien happened
ghout 1940, A man came on his bievels from near Peamount.
His wife was il and he wanted the doctor to come to the house,
His wife was a ex T.B. patient. They had four children and she
was expecting another.  He worked as g farm labosurer in
Peamount, Statutory wages were paid there, at the time, about
thirty shillings a week., My sunt signed the pink ticket and the
man went fo the dispensary, Later in the morning, there was a
phone call from ithe dispenzary doctor to say that the man
comcerned had & good job and was well able to pay for a doctor'a
vigit and that the ticket had been cancelled, Furthermore, that
it my aunt gave him a ticket again she would be charged for the
treatment. Such was life fifty four vears ago. My aunt reported
the matter to the Board of Health, but bevond an
acknowledgement of her letter, there was no comment.
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Orlagh or Footmount

Club iz Orlagh or Foolmount az it was called originally.,

Sheltered from the cast wind and with magnificent
Views poross countey (on clear days one can see the Mountains
of Mourne!, This beautilpl mansion wes built aboul 1730 by
Lundy Foot, He was a barrister himself, but hecanse of his
preat wealth he did pot practies,

ON the west side of Mounl Pelier, just below the Hell Fire

He belenged to a family of anuff merchants and wholezalers
in Weatmoreland Streel and Eszsex Street, Mre Foot had the
Ballveullen Road improved and extended right up to his gate
and he planted many trees and shruba. Probably the best thing
he ever did was to propoze and encourage the building of the
beautiful Bridge at Poulaphucs, but in lecal history he is
remembered for a very different reason. In 1816 a steward or
pamekesper named Kinlan was murdered on the adjoining
pstate of Mr. Ponsonby Shaw. Lundy Faot was the magistrate
who tondemned to death three members of the one family for
the murder. The three, father and two suns were executed near
the Kiltipper Hoad and near Old Bawn Bridge. Three gallows
were sel up there and a very harrowing scene took place.

There was an attempt on Lundy Fost’s life afterwards but he
recovered and sold Orlagh to Carew ODwyer, a lawyer who was
a greatl Mrend of Dantel O'Connell. Mr. O'Dwyer extended the
house and entertained (FConnell and many others including
the whele Dublin Corporation! Later Mr. O'Dwyer went to live
in England and a Scottish family named Brodie lived in Orlagh.
Lundy Fool went to live on his estate at Roshercon in Co.
Kilkenny where he was later murdered. At first it was thought
the crime was commibted by relations of the Kearfevs but a
voung man from Rogbercon wis convicled.
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Im 1B72 the estate waz purchased by the Augustinian Order
for a Noviciate, and g0 it continees (o this day. Ouiside the gate
st the top of the Ballyoillen Hoad is 5t Colmeille’s Weil
Devout Iocal people had tended it for hundreds of years and it
iz now cared for by the Augustinians and local peaple,

The feast day iz on June 8th, Every year on the Sunday
nearest that date, a festival is held beginning with Benediction,
followed hy a concert of [rish muzie, Traditionally the water of
the weall has a cure for sore eves. Padraig Pearse went there
frequently and brought his students from St. Enda’s College.
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The Royal Garter Stables

ANY tmes | have been asked how did ‘Brown's Barn'

(The Royal Garter Stables), the old building facing the

City West Business Complex get its name and 1 did nof
know, But now [ do. For ‘Brown’ read ‘Bian’ short all over
[reland for Bianconi, the man whe revolutionised transport in
Irefand in 1815 when he slarted his lrst "long car™ serviee from
Clonmel to Cahir carrving mail in the cenfre of the extended
Jaunting car It could carry six people on each side and the fares
were oaly a fraction of that choarged by the mail eoaches for
much slower servige,

Soon the service spread to other towns and within o few
vears was operating all over Ireland, In "Seventy Years Young”,
Lady Fingall deseribes the Galway to Clifden service when she
was young. And they became known as the ‘Bians'. He set up
hiz principal depot at the Roval Garter Stables and you can still
see the round windows (like wheels) on the western end of the
main building, A building with hay barns and forge on the City
West side of the road was demolished when the Dual
Carriageway was developed around 1970,

Fram humble beginnings when he arrived in Ireland from
Italy pedalling prints of I{alian painting, his story is
extraordinary and inspiring. After a number of failures, he
found vocation in organising his huge empire of transport but
that was by no means all. He was Mavor of Clonmel, a
Magistrate, a Orand Juror (when few Cathelics wers) and
Daputy Lieutenant for County Tipperary, for which service he
was presented to the Lovd Lisutenant by Viscount Lismore and
Lord Cloncurry and he was a great friend and supporter of
Daniel O'Connell. The ‘Bians' lasted for forty-twe vears
Railwayvs had taken over by then.
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[ understand the present owners of the building are anxious
to start a restaurant and hotel and iF they do T hope they will
slways preserve the wall with Bianconi’s mund windows, 1
hope too that somewhere “long carg”™ may be found (or perhaps
n FAS group recenstruct some from old pictures) and make a
feature of the development, Poreign vizitors would love Charles
Bianconi’s life story and 1 believe there iz a wealth of
decuments available, He died in 1875 aged eightv-nine years:

The Royal Garier S1a045 on the Haas Foad,
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The Sheil Family of Hillview

rll:"H]E being the Centenary Year of Local Government, 1
have been pressurised by 2 good friend [nio writing about
my own family. My preat-grandfather William Sheil waz
on the committes for the bullding of the Natopal School at
Saggart, and for the building of the Parish Church. My
grandfather Edward waz on the commities for Ratheonle School
and a number of other local projects and so0 11 was natural that
he should be elected 1o the Grst County Counctl for the South
County — the Celbridge No. 2 Council. Peter Tvnan O Mahony
kindly gave me a Photoztat of a County Council list of the
attendances that vear, Oul of a pozzible forty-one attendances,
his gramdiather Andrew Cullen Tynan came flrst with thirty-
seven and my grandfather had thiriy-five. Sadly my
agrandfather died in March 1% and for the time being, there
was na further representation.,

My father Joseph Sheil followed in 1911 - 1912 and then my
unele John took over when the Countly Council got going again
in 1918 after the War. He remained on the Couneil antil 18538,
The belief which was fundamental to our family was “Good
local Government makes good Mational Covernment”™.  In the
nineteen thirties party politica were brought into local
Government. Dur belief glways is that one cant kesp one's
integrity and e 3 member of a political party. Both the main
parties tried to persuade my unele to go for the Dail but he said
he would better serve the people of Couniv Dublim by
remaining outside party pelitics. He waa Chairman of Dublin
County Couneil from 1831 to 19358 and Dublin Opinion was
rarely without a cartocn of him. Owpe | remember showed
mizsiles being hurled a1 him from both sides!
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e of the saddest moments 1o him was when, as Chairman,
he had to zign the death notice of the Blessington Tram,. Hy
then he was Chalrman of the General Councll of County
Councils and T have his invitation o be a bearer at the
Eucharistic Congress in 1832, You can see his tall person just
behind John MeCormack in the picture. He was alza on the
Counell of the R.D.S, the Roval Irish Academy, the Leinater
Moter Club, the EKnights of Columbanug, the Bohemian
Musical Seciety, Royal Dublin Gelf' Club and perhaps other
bodies [ cannot remember.

In 1938 he had succesded in getting a resolution passed lor
a technical school to be buill in Saggart. It was oot budle Tor
many vears later becaugse of the emerpency and then it was
built in Hathcoole mot Saggart. He also sponsored the first
County Council Tenant Purchase Scheme which came in in
1942, He lest hiz seat on the County Council in 18938 and a long
serious illness in 1940 [inizhed his public activities.

The moest important person in the family alter him was my
aunt Mary Frances (Cissie} Sheil. She took a tremendous
interest in all her brother’s work and in Sir Horace Flunkett's
Agricultural Seciety, and in 1910 the foundation of the United
Irishwomen meant a tremendous lot te her. She assisted the
Honeurable Mary Lawless in the foundation of the Ratheoole,
Sappart, Newcastle branch that vesr, and when it had to cease
operations becpuse of the Nalienal Struggle she continued o be
a member.  In 1932, having chonged if2 name to Irish
Countrywomen's Association, it restarted as o public bedy and
the Ratheoole, Sageparl, Meweastle Branch was soon petive, 1
have written abeut that elsewhere,

From 1925 on, my aunt had been Hoporary Librorian at
Rathcoole and her pext project for the parish was o get o
District Nurge - Jubilee Nurze as they were called then, Tt ook
a Jot of organizatien getting a house for her and equipplog it
and getting regular donatlons to pay her wages, She alse had
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to be provided with a bicycle, later a moped. Char third nurse
was Sheila Halligan (later Mrs. Desmond Muorray) a wonderful
nurse who will always be remembered by everyvone in the
district. My aunt also organised the Irish Red Cross and the
Seldiers Comfort Fund.

A dreszing station in Fyans' Public House, now the Village
Inn, had volunieers coming to make up dressings and pack
them for the Inish Red Cross. The youngest of my father’s
brothers is the one remembered with most affection. e was a
very brilliant doctor, but a very shy man except wilh his
patients, Night or day meant nothing to him. He was always
avatlable, Money never worried him except when he had to
recommend expensive treatments.  He wenl io wholesale
chemizts and gol tablets, ointments and other medicines which
he paszed on at copl. His cough botile was Tamous. A docbor
who settled in Sageart al the Lme of his death in 1966 said (o
me “Yourr ueche gpoiled the people”
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At the same time, he kept up with all the latest
developmentis and had a flair for diagoosiz. The Master of
Helles' Street Heapital, D, Barey said io Mrs. Bermingham of
Saggart "It was & ragedy for Duablin that Willie Sheil did noc
et up in Merrion Square”, but like the rest of the family, he
loved the local people. He was brilliant at engineering too, but
radio was his favourite hobby, 1 den't know how many sets he
made up and gave away in the days of derials, dry and wet
batteries, ete. The first crystal set he made was in 1319, A lady
said to me vears loter “You need never pray for the dector, hes
on every prayer list in Rathooole™,

My eldest uncle James was vate collector for the South
County from 1900 to 1927, He did his rounds an @ high green
bicyele (he was 6ft Gin tall} and never had a debt an his books
becanse he was prepared to make any number of visits. If a
small farmer offered him five shillings off his debt, he never
refused but went back again and again,

Transeript from My Father's Obituary
in the Leinster Leader

The nte Copdivis Shed's sarly deafh s elivtboiobde e Ris sevoim e
Franoe, wher, as on officer of e RAVC., be served in the mosi
aed el p.:'.l.u'.lfﬁ-eh'tu e fo Fhe l|"'r'r.l.r:! e, While o forseback one
day, Ceplain Sheil ande indo o Germok gos aflecl ard wever fully
repouered from e affoct of She poisan.

The fate Captain Shedl took an eheorbing fnterest e the wellore of
fhe smaller closs of farmer ol diad marvellous work T ercourgning
ceraperaliog among bhem, porticulerls in B maffer of sl sappiliea
for the Ciry. He had just bullt up o werderful orgarization among the
farmers when iz devodion fo the heavy calls of an increasing
professivkal practice, bropghi snan Hires which lerminated felally.
Apart from the great grief of a wide cirele of friends, kis anlimeiy
clemize (e -a severe blow o ferseing inteoresls in Co. Dudlin and the
adjoining counibies,

MNote:  The organisation he founded waz the Leinster Milk
Suppliers Asseciation,
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B L

LOVELY SAGGART SLADE

A rowntregr Blacle eid storm and shode Toe troaoelled for oand
prar
T Balldtore gna sueed Lugmaore and for aisey Cajpe Clewsr
And soemes rr:l.-l:rm"ll"l:rr'r; bath rch and rare I vieced as § have
atraved
Bug qerrngy hem all there's none af all can equal Soggart
Slade

Theere trees salline from spery clime e wild profision grow
Awmad birdls oo sing from enrly speing and rarest [Towers Blow
Thae hills so grord on either fond cofiich maticee has arraved
Withi Bewdber browen look swetly diven on Ioeely Sogeerd
Slade

The rippling vills down from the holls pass horoagh s
oo dell
Where siweethenrds stray al cloge off day their fales of love fo
Ll
Aweel o i bped there’s mot go geand o gpol for youbh or
migiird
Tor defl Blaeir boe nendh slors ofove as foeely Saggart Slade

Dipeen by oo brooks some cony nosks fhere mogt romante lic
In thowe shoady bowers some hapgey feces 0 apend on days
gone by
And oz Iatray on my lowely way T often have delaved
T regees the dioy T went eipay from lovely Saggart Sladds

s .
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